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Yuttana Nuntiwatwipa. (2004). Gay Language: An Analytical Study. Master thesis, M.Ed.
(Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University, Advisor Committee:

Miss. Wiroonrat Chanaingoon, Assist.Prof.Suwadee Bhupradit.

The purpose of this research was to analyze the culture of Gay Language usage,
especially sound symbolism, words and idioms by collecting information from openly gays
and their close friends with 3-7 per group. In total 40 people were interviewed and their
dialogues were kept on a tape recorder from November 1st, 2000 to December 31st, 2001
independent upon occupation, age, education and other circumstance variables then
Phonetic Transcription in IPA (The International Phonetic Alphabet) by Narrow Transcription
and analysis was performed.

The results of the study were different culture between general language and close
gay groups are as follows: 1) The sound symbolism of speaker's emotion such as
prolongation of the last syllable for sarcasm and mimic. Moreover high and low intensifying
tone were shown in speaker’'s feeling and concealed emotion eg. excitement, tease and
sarcasm. Other emotion sounds were add, loss and change of phoneme to vocabulary
formation. 2) They were found to have slang from onomatopoeia, new word formation,
initial, add, loss, change of phoneme, prolongation and ignoring of taboos. On the other
hand there was artificial slang to use opaque in only new meaning and both new function
and meaning. Only transparent and some part of foreign words might be composed of
slang meaning and other part used in origin meaning. Similarly special jargon was found
in 2 groups; special prolongation and “Ru language”. 3) Idioms were found in new
meaning, imitation from previous idioms, word formation for particular group, rhyme idioms,
hyperbole comparable idioms, sarcasm idioms, and mimic idioms with interlocutors. Obvious
personal stylistical meaning was word selection, which had words for female in everyday
usage with address term, final particle, gender words and idioms. Besides the above

mentioned “Sutrit” was the modifier of gay language to mean “excess”.
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