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Wadeeporn Jitsataporn. (2006). A Study of the Peguan spirits dance among Thai raman
people in Banmaung, Banpong district, Ratchaburi province. Master’'s Degree

Srinakharinwirot University. Project advisor : Paibool Duangjan.

The objectives of this research is to discover the origin, characteristics, and
importance of the Peguan spirits dance rituals among Thai Raman people in Banmaung,
Banpong District, Ratchaburi Province. In the study, quality research methods were
administrated, and the research was described analytically. The information in this study is
collected by the researcher. The research was conducted from January to December 2004.

The research result found that the Peguan spirits dancing was originally developed
from local beliefs about “House Spirit” or “Ancestor Spirit” of the Thai Raman people.
Beliefs eventually became the way of life. Logically, any violations of this way of life, would
require the violator to formally apologize or perform the Peguan spirit dance. Another
reason for dancing is to bribe the spirits for personal desires or gains. In this case, no
matter if the desire is achieved or not, the briber must perform the dance. The dance is
performed in the forth and sixth months before the beginning of the Buddhist Lent period.
Certain steps are required to perform the Peguan dance: paying respect to teachers,
inviting ancestor spirits to the performance, feeding a cat which has hermit eyes, removing
the misfortune, changing the spirit tree, going into priesthood, leaving from priesthood,
feeding family spirits, farewell sprits, and feeding minor wife spirits.

The Peguan spirits dancing is important to the community in several ways. As a
mental central, it is mentioned as bribing for personal desires and healing sicknesses. As
law-like, it is comparable to the civil law in which control people’s behaviors as the rules.
As unity, it is a tool to increase the community unique and mostly in relatives’ relationship.
As combining several beliefs for instance, it merges between Buddhist and spirit beliefs. As
being a symbol to understand the significant of life, it shows gratitude and gender

significant,in favor of males in the community.
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