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The marn purpose of this study is to investigate Has
Majesty King Vajirawvudh'’s i1dea of trying to plagt nationalism
in the minds of his pconle. Evidence of this can be found in
his works; especcially in the scventeen plays, which have becn
making a study in this thesis.

Another purpose 1s to find out the reasons that promted
the King to create these dramas. The sociral and political
influence on laterature during his time is also i1nvestigated.

The results are as follows:

1. The King had made his people realize the importance
of the Nation, Religion, and the King, as wcll as their own
duties towards thesc three institutions. The people had to be
faithful to them, be brave enough to lose even their lives for
themy and they had to be united and do their duties to thear
best abilltles.

2+ In his plays, the King used elements of the drama,
1.e plot, theme, characterization, dialouge and ophorisms to
make his recaders and audience love their country.

3. The reasons that lead the King to promte nationalism
were the imperialistic tactics of some Western countries and the
economic interests of the Chinese living in Thailand.

4, World War I also had a profound effect on the drama
of His Majesty King Vajiravudh. The theme of war ean be found
in many of his plays. Also, the political, soccial, and economic
threats mentioned above regarding Western countries and the
Chinese in Thailand only provided further impetus towards

making his people love and support Thailand.
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