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NAVARATRE FESTIVAL OF WATPHRASRIUMATHEVEE :
A STUDY OF CEREMONY AND BELIEFS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Master of Education Degree in Thai
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2008



Sukanya Prasertsri. (2008). Navaratree Festival of Wat Prasri Uma Thevee: A Study of the
Ceremony and Beliefs. A Master’'s Project. M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate

School. Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor: Associate Professor Akkara Buntip

The research aimed at studying the ceremony and beliefs related to the
Navaratree festival at Pra Sri Uma Thevee Temple. The quality research method was
adopted, and the results were presented descriptively. The data were gathered from
documents, related research and field studies during October 12-21, 2007. The research
results revealed that the festival is meant to celebrate Durga, a form of the goddess Uma,
who has victory over a demon. According to Hinduism, the victory is to show that good
always overcomes evil. The ceremony has two parts. The first one, which takes nine days
and nights, is to celebrate Uma in her different aspects. The procedure includes chanting
of the Veda in the morning, noon and evening. Bells are rung to invite gods to take
offerings. Each night, the goddess’ robe is changed, and fire is offered. In the second part,
on the final day of the ceremony, there is a procession to celebrate the goddess. The final
day is called Vijay Dasami (Victory Day), when the goddess and other god statues are
carried in a procession. In Thai, generally, it is known as the procession of the goddess of
the Indian Temple. The ceremony reflects beliefs held by Hindus. They come to the temple
to ask for gods’ blessings because they believe gods descend to earth at the time of the
year. The ceremony and beliefs serve the following social functions. First, Hindus who
participate in the ceremony can raise their morale when they feel unhappy. Second, the
ceremony is a code of conduct for people in the society. Third, people of the same faith
are bonded because they have an opportunity to participate in an activity based on the
same belief. Fourth, the ceremony bonds people of different faiths; Buddhists feel
comfortable to join the ceremony. Fifth, it is a symbol teaching people the essence of life.
Those who have done good deeds are admired. For example, as an aspect of Uma, Durga
is revered because she has defeated a demon, which, in turn, has relieved trouble for
angels and humans. The lesson is that humans, when they are still alive, should do good

deeds.
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