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Nuanjan Chanwiwatana. (2007). A Study of Contents and Concepts of Fiction for

Children Published in A.D. 2004. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor: Assistant Professor
Wimonsiri Ruamsuk.

This master’s project aimed to study the contents and concepts of fiction for
children published in A.D. 2004. Children fictions which were published in A.D. 2004
were collected as data. Then the data were analyzed, and the results of the study were
descriptively presented.

Results of the study showed that the contents of children fictions in A.D. 2004
contained five issues. The first issue is the content about rural ways of life which portray
life of farmers and life of sea gypsies in the south, reflecting the problem of farmers who
had to migrate from their community to work in the city because of poverty. But finally,
found that to return to their local homes and develop their communities was the
appropriate solution of such problem. The sea gypsies’ way of life reveals that their
livings are closely linked to nature. They understand and keep the rules of nature
respectively. They live peacefully and satisfactory in their way of life. The second issue
is the content of tradition and culture which mentions about regional tradition of the south
and the north including the plaything of Lanna children in the past, and the art of boxing
which is now considered a lower status because of the wrong viewpoint of people who
watch boxing for gambling purpose. The third issue is the content of children’s behavior
which depicts the problems of children in the modern age. Their problems arise from the
lack of love and warmth, improper rearing, inappropriate model of the head of a family
and having association with bad companions. The fourth issue is the content about
adventure which includes the encounter of strange events in imaginary lands. The fifth
issue is about social conditions in the past and at present. In the past, it reflects the
condition of Thai society after the change of the ruling in A.D. 1932 and the social
condition during World War I, the period when Thai people facing with miserable way
of life. At present, the way of life of people living in the rural area has changed rapidly
under the influence of globalization. There is convenience and modernization. At the
same time, the children are bombarded with problems caused by the fast growing of
technology, especially the computer games and the Internet.

Regarding concepts, four issues were found: ethical concept, concept of
conserving nature and environment, concept of conserving tradition and culture, and the
concept of war and peace. The concept which is found most frequently is the ethical
concept, including mercy, kindness, bravery and sacrifice, gratitude, and unity. Most
concepts were expressed through dialogues of the adult characters imparting ideas,
message or direct warning. The concept which is demonstrated through the behavior of
characters, settings and incidents is more likely meet the needs and nature of young
readers, taking into consideration the advantages and disadvantages of their own.
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