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Vu Thi Kim Chi. (2007). A Comparative Study on Vietnamese and Thai Idiomatic
Expressions. Master Thesis. M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School.
Shrinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Associate Professor. Phaybul Duangjan,
Mr. Pattaya Jitmetta, Mr. Thawi Sawangpanyangkoon.

This thesis aims to compare Vietnamese and Thai idiomatic expressions which
have the same or the similar meaning. The study analyzes the origin and the usage of the
proverbs as well as the lifestyle of both Vietnamese and Thai reflected in the chosen

proverbs. A total of 205 proverbs were selected from various books and research works
related to the study of Vietnamese and Thai idiomatic expressions.

The comparative study of Vietnamese and Thai proverbs found 98 proverbs
which have the same or similar meaning and use related terms for comparison as the

largest category and 67 proverbs which have the same or similar meaning but use

different terms for comparison as the second largest category and only 40 proverbs which
have the same or similar meaning and use the same terms for comparison.

The study of Vietnamese and Thai lifestyle revealed that the greatest majority of
Vietnamese and Thais used to work as peasants and live in the countryside close to
sources of water or forests which provided them with shelter and food. They also
invented tools and accessories which helped them with the chores of everyday life. Both
the Vietnamese and the Thai people are followers and preservers of traditions and staunch
believers in the values of religion. They also use the religious teachings in everyday
family and social life in order to educate about the good and the right things to do.
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