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Narangkurowat : A study of Didactic Literature

An Abstract
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Sopa, Kocharat. (2007). Narangkurowat: A Study of Didactic Literature. Master’s
Project. M. Ed. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Master's Project Advisor: Assistant Professor Chuanpit It-ratana.

This master’s project aimed to study the didactic content and strategies in presenting the
content in didactic literature entitled Narangkurowat of Prasert-agsorn (pseudonym), the edition
published in the Project of Valuable Book Selection B.E. 2540 by Sukhothaithammathirat
University. The target work was analyzed and descriptively presented.

Findings of the study revealed that the didactic content in Narangkurowat was
chronologically organized by the age group of children ranging from a year and a half to
fourteen years of age. The classification of didactic content taught to children of age group
ranging from a year and a half to seven years old or from eight to ten years old is properly
grouped by maturity of the children. It is believed that moral and ethics should be taught to this
group of children as spiritual foundation. Didactic content for children of age group
between11-14 is appropriately organized in accordance with age growth. The teaching
focuses on imparting knowledge including the knowledge on politics, governance, education,
economy and ways of living.

With regard to strategies in didactic presentation, Narangkurowat employs two strategies
namely the strategy of language use which includes the use of foreign words as loan words,
use words of oral expression, use impolite words, and the strategy of expression which
includes the use of expressions specifically used in the period of the author, expressions used
in the same meaning as other general expressions and the expressions with components of the
same and different words used in general expressions. In addition, direct and straight forward
strategy of teaching, and the method of comparison which uses similes, metaphors and
symbolic representations are used to add melody to the written work, enabling readers to
understand the didactic content clearly.

All in all, Narangkurowat is considered an important piece of work in didactic
literature. Most contents are suitable for the youth of all ages and of all time even nowadays. It

contains the teachings which can be conceptualized to build up intellect and guide young



children to behave and conform to social tradition. These young children will be able to apply
the teaching to their daily lives and to solve various problems appropriately. The teachings can
also warn adults to realize the importance of implanting ethical awareness to children and
young children alike. It also provide them with career training. As a result, the nation will

acquire good citizens with desirable characteristics and qualifications.
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