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Pondej Towiwat. (2008). An Analyze Thang Chang Phuek and Thai elementary textbooks of
the curriculum year 2521 In Interaction. Master’'s Thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School of Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Ajarn Porntada
Suvattanavanitch and Ajarn Banpot Sirichai.

This thesis aimed to study the interactions between Ratchanee Sriphaiwan’s Tang
Chang Puek and Thai textbooks in Elementary Curriculum B.E. 1978. The results are as
follows:

On the study of Thai textbooks used in elementary curriculum B.E.1978, the
research showed that the main plot was not complicated. It was about a group of children
who had been growing up in the same pace of students’ level. The writer of those textbooks
managed to unite all characters with many sub-plots, which could be divided into two types.
One was a single-episode subplot with its own ending, similar to short stories. The other
contained many subplots which were woven into many connecting episodes. Main
characters were Manee, Chujai, Weera, Piti, Petch, and Chantorn. Eleven major themes
were embroidered to instill young readers with moral values and ideal social behaviors.
Stories were told through the use of six different techniques: short stories, meta-fiction,
diaries, letters, theatrical presentation, and poems.

For the study of the novel ‘Tang Chang Puek’ (Milky Way), the study also showed

that the main plot which was about an adventure of a group of children was interestingly
magnified by sub-plots. Similarly, main characters were Manee, Chujai, Petch, M and
Weera. The novel presented a major theme that education for children was not limited only
in the classroom, while minor themes were about friendship and morality. Stories were told
with the epiphany ending and from a character’s viewpoint through the use of letters.

The research indicated the interactions between these textbooks and the chosen
Thai novel in many aspects. Major plots of textbooks and the novel were about the same
group of children, and they were similarly intensified by their sub-plots. Sub-plots were
inter-related in terms of contents and new characters were added in the newly created
subplots of the novel, which did not disrupt the old ones. Regarding the characters,
characters in the novel maintained similar habits as those in textbooks but they, in the novel,
were added with anecdotes of their own future. New characters were also created to
strengthen the themes. Concerning the themes, moral values and social behaviors were
two similar issues found in both textbooks and the novel, while fate and supernatural power
were newly discussed in the novel. In all, the interactions between the Thai textbooks and
the novel indicated the creative path where a literary work was created on the basis of
highly popular Thai textbooks.
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