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Master’s thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Pakasri Yenbutra, Asst. Prof. Suwadee Phupradit.

The aim of this research was to study the collocation, grammatical structure, and
vowel quality and semantic relationships of imagery words of Mae Cham dialect spoken in
Mae Cham District, Chiangmai Province, Thailand. The data collecting via fieldwork

interviews with six local residents revealed three aspects of the findings.

Collocation of imagery words can be classified into grammatical structure-based and
semantic-based. The grammatical structure of imagery words found in this study falls into
three groups of words: nouns, verbs, and adverbs. Imagery words used in collocation
contain words within and across all three groups. In terms of semantic-based collocation,
one imagery word indicates various meanings including sizes, quantities, shapes, and

manners.

Imagery words, based on the number of syllables, can be classified into four groups:

one-syllable, two-syllable, three-syllable, and four-syllable groups.

The result based on the vowel quality and meanings revealed that the imagery words
with front vowels /i i:/ and /€ €:/ indicate small sizes and quantities, while vowels /e e:/ are
used to identify large sizes and quantities. In contrast, imagery words using mid-vowels
/ww/, /eea:/, and /a a:/ express large sizes and large quantities. The words that contain
back vowels /u u:/, /o 0:/ and /22:/ have meanings associated with round shapes as well as
small sizes and quantities, but larger than imagery words with front vowels. Words using the

diphthongs /ia ia:/, /wa w:a/, and /ua ua:/ do not specify a clear semantic property.
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