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THE USE OF PROJECT WORK IN DEVELOPING COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH
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Piyabut Em-ot. (2010). The Use of Project Work in Developing Communicative English
Language Abilities of Mattayom Suksa IV Students of Rayongwittayakom School.
Master’s Project, M.A. (Teaching English as a Foreign Language). Bangkok: Graduate

School, Srinakarinwirot University. Project Advisor: Dr. Aurapan Weerawong.

The purpose of this research was to develop Mattayom Suksa IV students’
communicative English language abilities by the use of project work.

The subjects of this research were 30 Mattayom Suksa IV students studying in the
summer of the 2010 academic year at Rayongwittayakom School, Muaeng District, Rayong. The
research lasted 4 weeks : 3 days a week, 2 hours a day, intotal 22 hours.

The instruments used in this research were the lesson plans, a pretest and posttest of
communicative English language abilities, and an attitude questionnaire in the use of project
work in developing communicative English language abilities. The data were statistically
analyzed by mean, percentage and standard deviation and t-test dependent sample.

The findings of this research revealed that:

1. the students’ abilities in communicative English language was significantly
increased at .01 level after using project work.

2. the students’ had a positive attitude towards the use of project work in developing

communicative English language abilities.
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AIM & DESCRIPTION OF
STAGE

TIME

Plan

Actual

WHAT THE LEARNERS DO

NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /

Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling

Students will be able to explore
and broaden knowledge of the
world and heighten their
awareness of environmental

issues.

Theme : How green are you?
Level : Upper Secondary (Year 10)
Students : 32 (4/1), 42 (4/2)
Time : 4 Hours
Skill : Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing
Function :  Talk about the awareness of the environment issue.
Materials used :
- Worksheet
- Online games
- Online song
- Flashcard

- Pictures

19




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF TIME NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /
WHAT THE LEARNERS DO
STAGE Plan Actual Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling
To introduce students the 10 Presentation
general theme of the mins 1. Teacher shows the two pictures of a city and a village.
environment. Tell the words they see in the 2. Elicit from students vocabulary of what they see in the two pictures.
pictures. 3. Students are encouraged to look around the room where they are,
and tell what they see in that room.
Tell the word the definition is 4. Showing the following card on the screen, students tell what word the
mentioned to. definition below is mentioned to.
All the elements of the natural world, from the earth, the oceans,
the air and the climate to the plants and animals that live there.
It also relates to where we live, how we live and the people that
surround us.
Answer : ENVIRONMENT
10 Looking at the pictures about the | 5. Teacher uses the Environment flashcards to introduce the general
mins environment, match the correct theme of the environment.
words to the pictures.

29




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF
STAGE

TIME

Plan Actual

WHAT THE LEARNERS DO

NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /

Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling

To broaden and heighten
students knowledge and
awareness of environment

issue.

10

mins

10

mins

10
mins
10

mins

Discuss what would make the
earth a good and a bad place to

live.

Answer the questions.

Complete the quiz in the given
worksheet.
Play the online games on the

website.

6. Draw two pictures of the Earth on the board. Make one happy/healthy,

the other sad/unhealthy. Brainstorm the things that make the Earth a

good and a bad place to live in.

Practice

7. Elicit from students the following questions.

What can you do to help the environment?

What are you already doing?

Do you recycle glass, plastic and paper at home or school?

Do you remember to turn electrical appliances off when you're not
using
them?
8. Ask students to complete the quiz: How green are you?
(worksheet 1.1) to find out how environmentally-friendly they are.
9. Have students play the online games How Green Are You? by

Cambridge

€9




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF TIME NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /
WHAT THE LEARNERS DO
STAGE Plan Actual Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling
30 Sing the song with the actions of English Online Limited using the website
mins being good and environment-

friendly habits.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-games-green-quiz.htm

10. A song: It's up to me and you!

http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-songs-environment.htm

a) Introduce the song by eliciting students’ good, environmentally-
friendly habits. Prompt with actions-switch the lights on and off,
plug and unplug the CD player, throw some rubbish in the bin;
mime turning a tap on and off, taking a shower, walking, cycling,
planting a tree, surfing the Net.

b) Play the song to see which habits are mentioned.

11. In groups, invite students to do the actions as they listen and watch

the song. Actions for the chorus might be:

¥9




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF
STAGE

TIME

Plan Actual

WHAT THE LEARNERS DO

NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /

Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling

10

mins

10

mins

Match the sentences of the song
to the images on the given

worksheet.

Complete the worksheet.
Write all the things they have

thrown in the bin.

Answer the questions.

12.

Can you understand?

look puzzled and shrug your shoulders

What we have to do?

put both hands on your chest

There’s only one world

make a circle with your arms outstretched

in front of you, hands clasped together

There’s not much time

point to your wrist

It's up to me and you!

put one hand on your chest, then gesture

towards a learner

Ask students to match the sentences of the song to the images on the

given worksheet (worksheet 1.2). Students can then write and tell

each other ways they help the environment, such as putting rubbish in

recycling bins, bottles in bottle banks, using recycled paper, re-using

wrapping paper for presents, re-filling plastic water bottles, re-using

jars and shoe boxes for storing things, giving old toys to charity, using

rechargeable batteries, walking to school.

q9




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF TIME NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /
WHAT THE LEARNERS DO
STAGE Plan Actual Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling
20 Play the online game. 13. Students complete the Green Tips worksheet (worksheet 1.3).
mins 14. Elicit from students how much rubbish they throw away every day.

Ask students to write down all the things they have thrown in the bin
10 Say the words. so far today-sweet wrappers, crisp packets, chewing-gum, banana
mins skins, tin cans, yoghurt pots, paper bags, plastic bags and so on.

15. Ask students what else their family might throw away at home.

Put the animals and plants in the - Do they throw all their rubbish in the same bin or in recycling bins?
correct ecosystem on the given - What goes where?
worksheet. - What's compost?
30 Watch the online story and 16. Brainstorm all the things that are made of glass, metal and plastic.
mins complete the given worksheet. Ask students to play ‘Clean and Green’ - an online game about

rubbish & recycling:

http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-games-green.htm

17. In groups, give students pictures of the 4 ecosystems: the river,
ocean, rainforest and Arctic/Antarctic. Call out the names of different

animals, plants or objects and ask students to hold up the ecosystem

[©)]
»




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF
STAGE

TIME

Plan Actual

WHAT THE LEARNERS DO

NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /

Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling

10

Mins

60

mins

Compare and discuss about
where would they like to live with

their reasons.

18.

19.

20.

they would find them in e.g. whale-ocean; polar bear-Arctic

Give students the worksheet (worksheet 1.4) and ask them to put the
animals and plants in the correct ecosystems.

Play the online story ‘Planet Earth’

http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-stories-environment.htm.

Ask students to look out for different animals and plants in the scenes.
After the first viewing and listening, play the story again and check
students’ answers to the story worksheet.

Focus students’ attention on the environmental problems they can see
in the story scenes: rainforest-deforestation (paper rubbish); ocean-
pollution (rubbish, oil spillage); Arctic-global warming; rivers-pollution
(agricultural, industrial, household). Ask students to compare the final

scene with the previous ones-where would they like to live? Why?

19




AIM & DESCRIPTION OF
STAGE

TIME

Plan

Actual

WHAT THE LEARNERS DO

NOTES (E.G. Language Focus / Learner's Problems Anticipated /

Procedures The Teacher Will Use / Blackboard Display / Language Recycling

Production

21. Students in pairs enjoy designing posters to raise awareness of
environmental problems and encourage green habits. Then write
sentences they can help the environment.

22. Each pair presents to the class their poster and tell what they can do

to help the environment.

Note : Teacher may assign students to design their posters to raise
awareness environmental problems and encourage green habits as a
homework and they present their posters and discuss what they can do

the help the environment in the next hour.

89
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Worksheet 1.1

How green are you?

Try this quiz to find out!

It's time fo get up.
1. Do you have

a) a shower?

b) a bath?

c) a quick wash?

2. Do you use

a) hormal soap?

b) soap that is not tested on animals?
¢) shower gel or shampoo?

You're ready for school.
3. Do you go

a) by car?

b) by bike?

c) on foot?

d) by bus, boat or metro?

4. Your teacher gives you a piece of paper
to do some work. Do you

a) write on both sides?

b) make a paper airplane out of the paper?

c) write on one side of the paper, then ask for
more?

It's break time.

5. Do you

a) eat sweets or crisps?

b) eat pre-packaged biscuits or sandwiches?
c) eat some fresh fruit?

6. What do you do with your rubbish? Do you

a) throw it on the floor?
b) throw it in the nearest bin?
c) throw it in the correct recycling bin?

It's home fime.
7. Do you

a) phone your friends?

b) play games or sports with your friends?
c) play computer games or surf the Net?
d) play video games or watch TV?

8. How many electrical applionces do you
switch on? (lights, air conditioning, heating,
computer, CD player, TV, DVD player...)
a)l-2

b) 3-4

c) 5 or more

It's dinner time.

9. Do you eat

a) organic meat and vegetables?
b) what's on your plate?

c) free-range eggs?

d) fast food?

If's bed time.

10. Do you

a) turn of f the monitor on your computer?
b) leave your computer on standby mode?
c) leave your computer on all night?

11. Do you

a) forget to brush your teeth?

b) leave the tap on while you brush your teeth?
¢) turn off the tap while you brush your teeth?

Key: 4. a)+1 8.a)+1
l.a)orc)+1 Sicliel 9.a)orc)+1
2.b)+1 6.¢c)+1 10.a) +1
3.b).c)ord)+1 7.b)+1 11.¢)+1

Score: 8-11 points: You're a green champion!
4-7 points: You've made a good start!
1-3 points: Green? What colour’'s that?

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish
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Worksheet 1.2

Match the sentences to the pictures:

4 )
1. There's only one world. : 6. Unplug the TV.

There are lots of ways to help the environment. Write down all the things you
do to help. E.g. I throw rubbish in the recycling bins, I...

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish



Do or don't?

Worksheet 1.3

How can you help the environment? Read the green tips and complete the
spaces with 'do’ or 'don't’.

10

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

16.

drop litter.
recycle plastic, metal and glass.
give your old clothes and games to a charity shop.
write on both sides of a piece of paper.
buy recycled products such as notebooks and toilet rolls.
leave your TV, CD player or computer on standby mode.
use plastic bags to carry shopping-use your schoolbag instead.
turn off lights when you're not in a room.
open the window when the air-conditioner is on.
leave taps on when you're brushing your teeth,
cycle or walk to school.
eat fast food or pre-packaged food.
use toiletries like soap and shampoo that have been tested on animals.
join a conservation group.
carry out a survey to see how green your home is,

talk to your family about ways to help the enviranment.

Gey: 1. Don't 2. De 3. Do 4. Do 5. Do 6. Don't 7. Don't 8. Do 9. Den't 10. Don't 11. Do 12. Don't 13. Den't 14. Do 15. Do 16. Do)

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish
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Worksheet 1.4

What goes where? Can you match the pictures to the places?

S
-

1. the Arctic 2. the ocean 3. the rainforest 4 the river

£

a blue whale a fishing boat
_— / .,l,‘_\ AOAY AL \
s ( ‘

a heron an igloo a lotus flower

an orang-utan a polar bear reeds

a turtle a seal seaweed a walrus

-
Key: The Arctic: a gull, an igloo, a polar bear, a seal, a walrus: the ocean: a blue whale, a fishing boat, a turtle, seaweed;
the rainforest: a chameleon, a frog, an orang-utan, a toucan; the river: a heron, a lotus flower, reeds

>

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish
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PART I: LISTENING TEST

Listening 1

You are going to listen to the interview about Alex, a nine-year-old girl is talking to the
interviewer about her feelings on how people can help save the environment.

Instructions: Listen to the interview and answer the questions.

1. Alex says we should save water when

a) washing cars
b) cleaning clothes
c) taking a bath
2. The girl's second suggestion is about
a) separating different types of garbage
b) disposing of trash properly
c) having a family clean-up party

3. By recycling paper, we can

a) protect the forests
b) cut down on waste
C) save money
4. What do the children in Alex’s neighborhood do once a month?
a) They visit a recycling center.
b) They clean a neighborhood park.
c) They collects newspapers.
5. Which of the followings is not mentioned in the interview?
a) saving energy
b) using water properly

c) protecting the forests



Listening 2

You are going to listen to a woman talking about organic farming which is one of the
fastest growing trends in agriculture nowadays. It is also benefit the environment.

Instructions: Listen about organic farming and answer the questions.

6. What have farmers realised about organic farming?
a) Itis more costly than conventional farming.
b) It is more cost-effective than conventional farming.
c) It results in lower profits than conventional farming.
7. In what way does organic farming benefit the environment?
a) It does not use chemicals.
b) It uses only synthetic materials.
c) It can be used to control produce.
8. What comment did the speaker make about the certification process?
a) Most farmers can pass it easily.
b) Itinvolves a great deal of processing.
c) Itinvolves quite strict standards.
9. Which concern do some people have about organic food?
a) cost
b) safety
c) production methods
10. How does organic farming improve wildlife?
a) It results in a greater variety of species.
b) It reduces the amount of insects.

c) ltincreases livestock.
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Listening Scripts (A115UA3)
Listening 1

Interviewer: Today, I'm interviewing nine-year-old Alex about her feelings on how people can

help save the environment. So, Alex, how can we save the environment?
Alex: By saving water.
Interviewer: Well, how can we do that?

Alex: By not using too much water when we wash dishes, take a bath, and when we do

other things, like watering the plants outside.
Interviewer: Oh, | think | can do that. What else?

Alex: When drinking or eating something outside, you should keep the garbage until you
find a trashcan to put it in because littering makes our planet dirty. Do you like seeing trash

all over the ground?
Interviewer: No, | don't. Do you have any final suggestions?

Alex: Yes. We shouldn't waste paper because trees are being cut down to make the paper.

By recycling paper, we save the forests where animals live.
Interviewer: So, how can children recycle paper, | mean, everyday?

Alex: Well, for example, when | was in kindergarten, | used to save the newspapers so that |
could things make out of them, like paper trees, instead of just throwing them away. Now,
the children in our neighborhood collect newspapers once a month to take them to a

recycling center.
Interviewer: That's great. Well thanks Alex for your ideas.

fian: http://www.esl-lab.com/quide.htm
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Listening 2

Organic farming has become one of the fastest growing trends in agriculture recently. Over
the past ten years, sales of organic products have increased a staggering 20 percent, with
retail sales per year of more than 9 billion dollars. Farmers have realised that organic

farming is an incredibly cost-effective method because it can potentially be used to control

costs, as well as to appeal to higher-priced markets.

Apart from these monetary benefits, organic farming also naturally results in positive
ecological outcomes for the environment. Organic farming relies on practices that do not
harm the environment, and for this reason, chemicals and synthetic medicines are
prohibited. All kinds of agricultural products can be produced organically, including grains,

meat, eggs, and milk.

In order for agricultural products to be certified as organic, they must be grown and
processed according to regulations established by the Department of Agriculture.
Certification involves two stages: the submission of a system plan and an inspection of
processing facilities. The certification process is a stringent one and must be undertaken

every year.

In spite of these rigorous requirements, some people remain concerned about the safety of
organic food. However, research has shown that organic produce contains lower levels of
both chemicals and bacteria than food which is produced using conventional farming

methods.

Last but not least, organic farms are better for wildlife that those run conventionally.
Scientists have discovered that organic farms contain more species of plants, birds, and
insects due to the fact that the absence of chemicals from pesticides and fertilisers makes

these areas richer habitats for animals.



Listening 1: Answers (d1usuAg)
1. ¢c) taking a bath

. b) disposing of trash properly

. a) protect the forests

. ¢) They collects newspapers.

[© 2 I SN OC EN \V)

. a) saving energy

Listening 2 : Answers (R1151A3)

6. b) Itis more cost-effective than conventional farming.
7. a) It does not use chemicals.

8. ¢) lItinvolves quite strict standards.

9. b) safety

10. a) ltresults in a greater variety of species.
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PART II: READING TEST

Instructions: Read the passages and choose the correct answers.

Passage 1
You Can Help
You may think there is not much you can do to help save plants. But there are lots of things

you can do. When you go on a hike, stay on the path. Leaving the path harms the plants.

Sometimes you can help plants by not doing things. Do not pick or dig up wildflowers and
other plants. Even though some are still plentiful, others are becoming rare. Enjoy
wildflowers by taking pictures, or by drawing them. Buy seeds gathered in national parks or

from seed companies. Then other people can enjoy the wildflowers, too.

Remind grown-ups to be very careful with campfires or outdoor cooking. Make sure that
fires are out completely before you leave the area. If the weather has been very dry, don’t
build fires at all. And when you leave camp, take all your garbage with you to a garbage

can.

Don’t break off limbs or peel bark from trees. The outside bark protects a tree from harmful
insects and fungus. The inner bark moves food from the leaves to the roots. Peeling off a

tree’s bark or breaking off its limbs can kill the tree.

1. What can harm plants?
a) leaving the path
b) walking on the path
c) planting trees
d) playing loud music
2. What helps plants?
a) picking wildflowers
b) pouring acid on the plants
c) walking on the path

d) leaving the path
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3. What does the outside bark do for the tree?
a) makes it beautiful
b) protects it from insects and fungus
c) makes it strong
d) makes it breath
4. Which of the following statements is not true?
a) You can help plants by not picking or digging up wildflowers.
b) Taking pictures of wildflowers can be enjoyable.
c) Take all your garbage with you when you leave the camp.

d) The outside bark has less importance for a tree.

Passage 2
The Ever-Warming Earth

Although it's a good thing that the earth is now much warmer than it was 10,000 years ago,
scientist s are worried that the planet may be getting too hot. The problem is called global
warming, and most experts agree that it may be dangerous. The cause is an atmospheric
phenomenon called the greenhouse effect. When sunlight strikes the earth it heats the
ground, which then gives off waves of heat energy. When much of this energy is absorbed
by the atmosphere, the heat is bounced back to earth, making it warmer. Pollution in the
atmosphere — gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrogen compounds — keeps
the heat in. About 4.5 billion tons of these gases are released into the atmosphere from the

burning of coal, oil, and gas every year, increasing the greenhouse effect.

5. Global Warming is caused by what problem?
a) the endangerment of animals.
b) the use of water.
c) the greenhouse effect.

d) monkeys parading around naked.
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6. Hot air is kept in the atmosphere by what three gases?
a) carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrogen compounds
b) carbon dioxide, oxygen, methane
c) water, gas, sulfur
d) oxygen, carbon, nitrogen
7. Why are these gases being released?
a) burning of coal, oil, and gas
b) people leaving the air conditioner on.
c) burning of coal, melting of ice, burning trash.

d) burning of methane and oxygen.

Passage 3

Resources Close Up
Our planet’'s human population is growing so fast that our sources of energy and natural
resources may not be sufficient a century from now. For example, scientists believe that

nearly 80 percent of the earth’s oil reserves have already been found.

But even if today’s energy sources hold out, we must still deal with the pollution they
produce. The burning of fossil fuels — oil, coal, and natural gas — throws huge amounts of
pollutants into the atmosphere, where they poison the air we breathe and create hazards
like acid rain. Accidents can also do great damage to the environment. Every year oil spills

dump an average of 0.9 million tons of oil into the world’s oceans.

For these reasons, many people are searching for alternatives to fossil fuels. Some
solutions, like electric cars, are already in the experimental stage. In fact, California passed
a law requiring that 10 percent of all new cars in the state must be pollution free by the year

2003.
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8. What is a problem of over population?
a) not enough schools
b) a lack of natural resources and energy
c) not enough meat
d) too many houses
9. The burning of fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, and natural gas creates
a) destruction
b) acid rain
c) pollution
d) ecosystem
10. An example of alternatives to fossil fuels is
a) stopping deforestation
b) windmills
c) solar panels

d) electric cars



PART I

WRITING TEST
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Instructions: Choose one of the following pictures and write a paragraph 7 — 10 sentences

to describe the following;

Picture A

Picture B

Picture C

What is happening in the picture?
What causes the environmental problems in the picture?
What impacts the environment?

What can you do to solve these problems?




PART IV: SPEAKING TEST

Instructions: In pairs, students choose one of the topics for the speaking test. Give one
student the role card for A and give the other student the role card for B. Each pair can
have 5 minutes to gather their ideas and get their speaking prepared. And they have two

minutes for their conversation.

Topic One

A: You are a tourist. You spend a night on Samet Island. You are drunk
and left a lot of trash around your tent. Talk to the authorized officer who is
responsible for the place. Make an excuse and tell him/her you will never

do it again.

B: You are an authorized officer at Samet Island. You notice trash around
your place. Talk with the tourist who is making a problem to your place.

Remind him/her not to do this or he/she will be fined.

Topic Two

A: You are a tourist. You spend your holiday at Khao Yai national park.
You see a lot of beautiful flowers at the forest and you are plucking them.

Talk to the authorized officer who is responsible for the place.

B: You are an authorized officer at Khao Yai national park. You notice a
tourist is plucking some flowers. You know that it is against the law. Talk

with that tourist and remind him/her not to do that.




Topic Three

A: You are the director of Rayongwittayakom school. There is a large bill
at the end of last month for the electricity supply. You want to persuade
the teachers and students to reduce using electricity. Talk with your

school assistant to find way to save energy.

B: You are the director assistant. You are helping your director to find
ways to reduce using the electricity. The problem is there are almost four
thousand people in the school. Talk with your school director about what

students and teachers can do to save the energy

Topic Four

A: You are a district officer. You are visiting a village near the wildlife
sanctuary in your district. You notice many trees in the forest are cut
down. Talk with the head of the village and tell him/her how this is going to
affect his/her villagers. And discuss with him/her what should and could

be done to make the situation better.

B: You are a head of a village. You meet a district officer who concerned
about the deforestation problem in your village. Talk with him/her about
why you can’t stop your villagers cutting down trees. And discuss with

him/her what should and could be done to make the situation better.
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3 7 9 5 6 27 67.50
4 7 7 5 7 26 65.00
5 9 9 6 7 31 77.50
6 6 8 6 6 26 65.00
7 9 8 7 7 31 77.50
8 10 10 7 8 35 87.50
9 6 8 5 6 25 62.50
10 7 9 5 7 28 70.00
11 7 9 6 7 29 72.50
12 10 10 7 8 35 87.50
13 8 10 6 6 30 75.00
14 4 7 5 5 21 52.50
15 5 7 5 6 23 57.50
16 4 5 4 6 19 4750
17 10 10 7 7 34 85.00
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13 30 34 4 16
14 21 28 7 49
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