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A COMPARISON OF WORD READING ABILITIES OF CHILDREN WITH MODERATE
MENTAL RETARDATION BETWEEN INSTRUCTION METHOD WITH TOKEN
ECONOMY REINFORCEMENT AND INSTRUCTION METHOD OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM

AN ABSTRACT
BY
KINGSORN KOAPRASERT

Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master
of Education degree in Special Education
at Srinakharinwirot University

April 1997



The purpose of this experimental research was to compare the
abilities in word reading in Thai subject of children with moderate mental
retardation at Rajanukul hospital in Bangkok in the Academic year of
1996 between instruction method with token economy reinforcement and
instruction method of special education curriculum. The subjects were 16
children with moderate mental retardation, 7 - 14 years old, with the IQ.
of 35-49 and had no multiple handicap, divided into experimental
group and control group by match pair sampling ; 8 children with moderate
mental retardation in each group. The experimental group was taught word
reading with token economy reinforcement while the control group was taught
by using instruction method of special education curriculum. The experimental
design was randomizied control - group pretest posttest design. The word
reading abilities of children with moderate mental retardation was recorded on
designed form that used as an instrument of the experiment. The collected data
were analyzed by using Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Signed - Rank Test and Mann
- Whitney U Test. The result were as follows ;

1. The word reading abilities of children with modeate mental
retardation who were taught word reading with token economy reinforcement
were significantly higher than those before the experiment at .01 level.

2. The word reading abilities of children with modeate mental
retardation who were taught word reading with token economy reinforcement
were significantly higher than those who were taught by intruction method of

special education curriculum at .05 level.
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