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The purposes of this étudy were to investigate Srinakharinwirot
University students' opinions towards Buddhism and Buddhist monks, to
compare the opinions of students who were of different sexes, from
different parts of the country and having different experiences in
the study of Buddhism., The sample was of 850 students, randomly
selected from four classes in eight campuses in the academic year 1983,
The instrument used was questionaire for measuring the students!
opinions towards Buddhism and Buddhist monks.

Results revealed that most students had favourable opinions
towards Euddhism and Buddhist monks. Students accepted that the Four
Noble Truths were the highest truths. They believed in the Law of
Karma and agreed that the ﬁractice of the Noble Way might lead one to
nibbana.

Students agreed that monks should study the Tripitakas and follow
the monks' precepts and daily works with great earnesty. They also
accepted that Buddhism.might help one to attain peace of mind and that
regular participation in Buddhist conventions wifhin the university
might have a good impact on their mental behaviour. They also thought
that learned monks should be invited to teach in the university.

Furthermore, there was no significant difference.among students
of different sexes nor among those who came from different parts of the
country, but there were differences in views towards monks., Students
from the North and the Northeast had more favourable opinions than
students from the South, They were significantly different at the .05

level. Students in other areas had no significant difference in



opinion towards monks. Students who had undergone some study of

Buddhism had more favourable opinions towards Buddhism and

Buddhist monks than those who had not. There was a significant

difference at the .01 level,
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