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Phoonsub Phophan. {(2008). A study of Thai Tattoos in Ayuthaya Period untif The Reign of
King Rama V,1350-1910. Master project, M.Ed.(History). Bangkok: Graduate

School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Chompunut Nakirak.

This thesis studies the history and importance of tattooing from Ayuthaya period to
King Rama V (1350-1910). Tattooing has had its long history in Thai culture where people
tattooed for various purposes according to their regions and ethnicities.

It is found that there were many types of tattoos in Thai culture. Some were popular
among general public, and some were used by the governing class.

General people in the North, Northeast and Central region liked to tattoo mystic
symbols, incantations, and metta mahaniyom for protection against wild animals or danger
from wars. These taitoos comprised of Khmer letters, Himalaya creatures and other
decorative patterns.

The governing class used tattoos to organize their subjects according to their
department. These tattoos were numbers that signified the department to which a subject
belonged. They also used tattoos as punishments for serious violations of laws. However,
this type of tattoos was abolished after King Rama V’s reform and launch of the Military
Recruit Bilt (1906).

Westernization had resulted in many changes in Thais’ way of life and values,
including tattooing culture. Tattooing has changed a great deal in terms of its development,
forms and methods since then. Nowadays tattooing is considered a form of art and fashion

rather than one of superstitions and Buddhist beliefs as it was in the past.
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