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CHANGE AND CONTINUITY IN THE WAY OF LIFE OF THAI-VIETNAMESE CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITIES IN PHRA NAKHON SI AYUTTHAYA PROVINCE, 1939 - 1961

AN ABSTRACT
BY
JANJAEM SUDSAWASDI
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Master of Arts degree in History
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 2007



Janjaem Sudsawasdi. (2007). Change and Continuity in the Way of Life of Thai —
Vietnamese Christian Communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province,
1939-1961. Master thesis, M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr.Chakrit

Choomwattana, Assoc. Prof. Thanom Anarmwut.

This thesis is aimed at studying changes and continuities in the way of life of
Thai — Vietnamese Christian communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
province, 1939-1961 as well as the communities’ background. The whole text is
divided into 6 chapters: Chapter 1: the study of the background of Vietnamese-
Thai Christian communities in Ayutthaya period; Chapter 2: the study of the
background of Vietnamese-Thai Christian communities in Bangkok during
Thonburi and Ratanakosin periods; Chapter 3: the study of Vietnamese-Thai
Christian communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province during 1840-
1939; Chapter 4: the study of changes in_ the way of life of Thai - Vietnamese
Christian. communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province, 1939-1961;
Chapter 5: the study of continuities in the way of life of Thai — Vietnamese
Christian communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province, 1939-1961; and

Chapter 6: the summary.

It is found that Vietnamese-Thai Christian communities in Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya province are comprised of 5 separate communities which are Saint
Joseph Ayutthaya community, Saint Yuang Baptista Chaojet community,
Mariesompob Banpan community, Christ Prajak Ko Yai community, and Saint
Teresa Ban Na Khoke community. The oldest one which has been existed
since Ayutthaya era is Saint Joseph Ayutthaya community. People in other
communities are descendants of those who moved from Saint Francis Xavier

Samsen community during Ratanakosin era. These communities could well



retain the identity of Vietnamese-Thai Christian communities until Marshal P.
Piboonsongkram, the prime minister during 1938-1944, adopted the policies
of nation-building and nationalism in response to the Indo-china conflict
between Thailand and France; these policies affected lifestyle of the
communities and caused certain changes. However, it is also found that
religious and educational roles of the Catholic Church during 1939-1961
helped to maintain some identities of Vietnamese-Thai Christian communities

in Ayutthaya province.
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