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Siriporn Dabphet. (2000). The Glory of Early Ming Dynasty, 1368-1464. Master Project
M.A. (Asian History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University :
Advisecr Assoc. Prof. Wutdichai Moolsilpa.

The purpose of this dissertation is to give an analytical account of the achievements of
the early Ming dynasty, A.D.1368-1464, and to evaluate Imperial China during this period from the
political, socio-econamic, and cultural points of view.

Early Ming China was at its zenith during the period under study. As the last Han
(Chinese) dynasty, the Ming followed the Tang in its centralizing policy and the consolidation of the
celestial court's absolute authority. Under charismatic emperors, China was strong enough to repulse
rebellious Mongel tribes from its frontiers and to expand territorially. The Ming court also flexed its
musles overseas by sending a series of exploring fleets to the west as far as East Africa, making China
a formidable maritime power and enforcing its tributary relations with numerous countries. In cultural
field the early Ming period witnessed the revival of Nec-Confucianism and the re-introducticn of China’s
examination system. This was a period of artistic creativeness as evidenced in the magnificent Imperial
Patace in Beijing and the famous Ming white porcelain. Despite its glory Ming China entered a period of

decline in the mid-sixteenth century owing to its internal political probiems and inherent weaknesses.
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