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Phra Raphin Duangloi. (2002). A Study on the Status of the Cambodian Sangha, 1975-1989.
Master Thesis, M.A. (Asian Study), Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Plubpiung Kongchana,

Asst. Prof. Warakom Thisuka.

This study is aimed primarily at examining the status of Cambodian Sangha during 1975
- 1989, the time when the religious institution was at jts lowest position in history. The

examination is made into two periods. The first period, 1975 - 1979, was when the Khmer Rouge

period began when the Heng Samrin Regime took power in 1979. During this time, the Heng
Samrin Regime, which was also communist, allowed monks to resume their role, but not without
condition. It is an interesting question why both communist regimes treated monks differently.

Historical research method was applied in this study. The literature included texts in
Khmer, such as History of Buddhism in Cambodia (uﬂﬁmuum:qﬁnnmmrsiﬁgm), Buddhism in
Khmer Life (n:nganwsigniBaigs) and History of Khmer (Wwifnmnsign) as well as those in Thai
and English. In addition, part of the data came from an interview with local monks and people
who witnessed this unfortunate situation.

As it is clear in the study, communism was the cause for the decline of Buddhism in
Cambodia during 1975 - 1989 The status of Buddhist monks changed unfavourably in the area
of education, governance, teaching, and social welfare. Apparently, the Khmer Rouge's harsh
method of forcing monk to break their vows and lead a layman's life was a big blow to the
Institution. Monks had to take part in economic development as labour force given the Khmer
Rouge's philosophy, “If ones did not work, ones did not have anything to eat.” Although monks
were eventually allowed to return to the monkhood under the Heng Samrin regime, the situation
hardly improved given the condition, set by the state that "monks had to support the revolution.”
External factors, Including communism and the interference by foreign powers that resulted in
political turmoil, had an _adverse effect to Buddhism and monks as well as the society as a
whole. Meanwhile, internal factors, including political conflicts which ended in a civil war that
lasted for 10 years, and economic hardship also contnbuted significantly to the decline - of
Buddhist monks. in conclusion, while the two communist regimes treated monks differently, they
both sought to wipe out the influence of Buddhism in Cambodia and, undoubtedly, they had

tremendously undermined Cambodian Sangha.



The study was limited by time and information restraints in the wake of language barrier.

he researcher studied the Khmer language to be able to interview local people. The interview

was useful as it enabled the research to acquire first-hand information.
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