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The purposes of this research were to study self - directed learning
characteristics of students at Ratjabhat Institute Suan Dusit in overall and each of
eight areas referenced to Guglielmino’s Self - Directed Learning Readiness Scale ;
openness to learning opportunities, self concept as an effective learner, initiative
and independence in learning, informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s own
learning, love of learning, creativity, positive crientation of the future, and ability
to use basic study skills and problem - solving skills; and to compare overall area
and each of eight areas of self - directed learning characteristics among students
with different gender, rearing method, parent educational level, and former academic
achievement. The sample of the study consisted of 412 first - year bachelor degree
students at Rajabhat Institute Suan Dusit who were enrolled in the second semester
of the academic year 1998. The research instrument used for collecting data was
a five - rating scale questionnaire with 94 items. Arithmetic mean, standard deviation,
t-test, one-way analysis of variance and Scheffe’s method were utilized for data
analysis.

The results of the study revealed that:

1. Sel - directed learning characteristics of first - year students at Rajabhat
Institute Suan Dusit in overall area and each of eight areas wers at the moderate
level. When examining each area, it was found that self - directed learning in
openness to learning opportunities, informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s
own learning, love of learning, and positive orientation of the future were at the high
level while the other four areas were at the hoderate fevel.

2. There was no significant difference in overall and each of eight areas of
self - directéd learning characteristics between male and female students. When
examing each area, the result showed that self concept as an effective learner and
creativity between male and female students were statistically significant difference

at.05 level.



3. Self - directed learning characteristics among students with different
rearing method were as follows:

3.1 Self - directed learning characteristics in overall area between
students who were brought up with democratic style at the high level were
statistically significant higher than those who were brought up with democratic style
at the low level. when examining each area, openness to learning opportunities,
self concept as an effective learner, informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s
own learning, love of learning, positive orientation of the future, and ability to use
basic study skills and problem solving skills among students with different level of
rearing method in democratic style were statistically significant difference at .05 level.

3.2 There was no significant difference in self - directed learning
characteristics in overall area between students who were brought up in authoritarian
environment at the high level and those who were brought up in authoritarian
environment at the low level. when examining each area, openness to learning
opportunities, and creativity among students with different level of rearing rethod in
authoritarian environment were statistically si'gniﬁcant difference at .05 level.

3.3 There was no significant difference in self - directed learning
characteristics in overall area between students who were brought up with over
protective style at the high level and those who were brought up with over protective
style at the low level. when examining each area, creativity and positive orientation
of the future among students with different level of rearing method in over protective
style were statistically significant difference at .05 level.

3.4 There was no significant difference in self - directed learning
characteristics in overall area between students who were brought up with no
supervision style at the high level and those who were brought up with no supervision

style at the low level. when examining each area, openness to learning opportunities,



informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s own learning, and ability to use basic
study skills and problem - solving skills among students with different level of rearing
method in no supervision style were statistically significant difference at .05 level.

4. There was no significant different in the overall area and each of eight
areas of self - directed learning characteristics when comparing students with different
parent educational level.

5. There was no significant different in the overall area of self - directed.
characteristics among students with different former academic achievement. When
examining each area, self - directed learning characteristics in openness to learning
opportunities, self concept as an effective learner of students with high former
academic achievement were statistically significant higher than those of students with

low former academic achievement at the .05 level.
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