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Phawadee Pantarak. (2002). Physical and social factors affected the decision making on
going to wat pa dhammayuta : a case study wat in changwat sakonnakorn.
Master thesis, M.Ed. (Geography). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee : Assist Prof. Kawee Worrakawin, Mrs. Tasanee

Siripachoti, Miss. Sutatip Chavanavesskul.

This study aims to study physical and socia! factors affecting on the decision making to
go to Wat Pa Dhammayuta in changwat Sakon Nakhon. The sample groups are classified
according to gender, age, marital status, education, occupation, income and current domicile of the
people.

The sample groups used in this study are 500 people travelling to Wat Pa Dhammayuta.
Most of them are female, aged between 16-60 years, married, having educational level below
higher education, free earning of livelihood, having minimum income amounting to 5,000 baht per
month, domiciling in Sakon Nakhon, and going to the Temple by car, bus tour, and bus. The most
physical characteristic of the road used for travelling to the Temple is paved with asphalt. And they
have known about Wat Pa Dbhammayuta from their father and mother, relatives, friends, and
acquaintances.

The most affecting physical factor on decision making of the people going to Wat Pa
Dhammayuta is the peaceful atmosphere of the temples. The next factors are a natural
environment, and physical characteristics of permanent structures inside the Temple, and physical
characteristics of access to the Temple. The most affecting social factor is the forest monk’s moral
precepts other. The next factors are the activities arranged in the Temple, monk’s spiritual
leadership, monk’s social works and education works. Furthermore, the factors affecting on
decision making are varied in gender, age marital status, education, occupation, income and current
domicile of the people.

For important levels of the physical and social factors affecting on decision making are :
Level 1. The natural environment, Level 2. The peaceful atmosphere and Level 3. The monk’s
moral precepts. Additionally, the purposes of the people to go to Wat Pa Dhammayuta are Level 1.
To listen to a sermon, to listen to dhama, and to converse about dhama ; Level 2. To make merit
and prepare foods for monks in various important religious day ; Level 3. To make merit, to prepare
foods for monks, and to present offerings to the monk community and to offer daily food to monks ;

and Level 4. To practice meditation.
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