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Bounthavy Sosamphanxay. (2000). The Expansion of Vientiane Metropolitan From
1899-1999. MNaster thesis, M.Ed. (Geography). Bangkok : Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Prof. Dr.Prasert Witayarut,
Asst. Prof. Kawee Worrakawin.

The purpose of this research was to study the development of the expansion of
Vientiane Metropolitan during 1899 -1999, by utilizing the map data on the land use,
applied from the diagrams, maps, satellite imageries and other related data. The data
were then analyzed by historical geography approach on the basis of observation and
the analysis of changes in land use in Vientiane Metropolitan derived from overiaying
the maps in each time period.

The research findings were revealed as follows :

1. The boundary of Vientiane Metropolitan around 1899 was at the edge of
Mekong River and had the location between Huay Nam Pasak and Wat phrakeo. The
city of each location point had very close to Mekong River, and no points were beyond
400 metres away from the River. Vientiane Metropolitan had linear pattern parallel with
the Mekong River bank.  The city center was located in the vicinity of Wat Klang, Wat
Chan, Wat Ong Tue, and the governmental offices. The expansion of the city occurred
around the mentioned center. In 1930 Vientiane Mstropolitan was increasingly expan-
ded into the northern direction to Khun Bourom Street, and to the western direction
along the Mekong River bank. The land use of each category in the city center begun
fo mixed up.

2. After 1930 there were more construction of roads from the city center to the
suburban areas. The settlements began to expand along the roads. Jntil 1966 the
expansion of Vientiane Metropolitan became change not only in original linear pattern
along the Mekong River bank, but also with new roads radiated from the city center.
The land use of each category became increasing mixed up. The settlements expan-
ding along the Mekong River bank or along the Luang Prabang Road, and Thadeua
Road had linear development, while the settlements along Lane Xang Avenue, Phone
Kheng Road, Thung Khan Kham, and Nong Bone Road had clustered development on
the slopelands and low hills along the mentioned roads.



3. In 1981 Vientiane Metropolitan still maintained the same patterns and
directions of expansion. However, the land use was mixed up and widely expanded,
particu- larly the expansion of several new buildings in the north, the east, and the
southeast of the city. Roads and lanes were also constructed in a great number,
which made the road networks become more densely and the pattern of Vientiane
Metropolitan had developed much more into sector pattern.

4. The expansion of Vientiane Metropolitan in 1989 revealed that the land use of
each category in the city increased density and complexity rapidly, while the settlements
expanding along the roads and in different sectors began to extend and join one ano-
ther.  The land space and the land for agriculture scattering within the city became
apparently decreasing. By 1999 the land use of the dense housing category was
greatly expaned in the northern, the eastern and the southeastern zones of the city.
The pattern of the city expansion not only maintained the density and the connection
between sectors within the original city boundary (1989), but also scatteringly expanded
beyond the above-mentioned zones.

The expansion of Vientiane Metropolitan in the future, was likely to extend more

density to the north, the east, and the southeast direction of the city.
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