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Suparanee Sarasa. (2012). The Study of Mor-lam-klon Singing Techniques of Ratreesrivilai
Bongsittiporn. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Kanchana Intarasunanont,

Assoc.Prof.Manop Wisuttipat.

The study of Mor-lam-klon singing techniques of Ratreesrivilai Bongsittiporn is for
educational purpose. This can be concluded into two main points.
1. The study life and work of Ratreesrivilai Bongsittiporn.
2. The study of singing practice and Mor-Lam —Klon performance method that
involve the practice on breathe taking, Utterance, melody, content, emotion together with

costumes, music, stage, light and sound.

The research findings were as follow:

Life and work: Ratreesrivilai Bongsittiporn was born on January 2, 1952 in Kosumphisai
district, Mahasarakham province. Her old name was Ratreesawat Un-taya. She later changed
her name to Ratreesrivilai and used her husband, Khun Vichit Bongsittiporn’s last name.
Both of them had two children. After finishing Pratom 4, she continued studying in non-formal
education program until she finished master degree in music and art filed at Mahasarakham
University. Now she is studying in doctoral program in the same field and university. In her
childhood, she studied the art of “Mor-lam” and “Mor-lam composing” from her family.
According to her talents and keen, she took “Mor-lam” as her profession. In 2006 she created
“mor-lam-klon-prayuk” (modernized mor-lam) or “mor-lam-sing” which became national
popular. In term of work, she has been achieving a great deal, both as profession and
service to the nation, performing for the benefits of all kinds of charities and social campaigns.
In 2004 she started a “Wisdom Learning Center” in Khon Kaen with the sole determination

to conserve local Thai wisdom.



The study reveals that the practice of breathe taking is by diving, holding the breathe
taking as long as possible, controlling the breath by slowly letting it out. In terms of melody
and rhythm, there are all types of Mor-Lam verses including the specific melody of Mor-Lam
singing. The singing practice is by means of verses reading-by word or groups of words.
The memory of Mor-Lam verse and its'content meaning make the expression of song’emotion

SO impressive.

Wai Kru ceremony before every performance is the custom which is strictly performed.
The way of dressing when giving a performance is firmly based on dressing properly, beautifully,
politely with local costumes. The main musical instrument used is Khaen. The equipment

used for stage, light and sound is changeable as to the advance of technology.

The contents of 3 type Mor-lam represent the I-san nature, their way of life, folkl=ore
and courtship. Both rhythm and melody are unique. The language used is I-san and Thai

which is properly utilized for the expression of songs’ various emotion.
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