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The study of Tor Yor Horn , Muang District, Mae Hong Son with the objective of
research as follows:

The purpose of research

1. To study the Tor Yor Horn Band , Muang District, Mae Hong Son

2. To study the culture which associated with Tor Yor Horn Band , Muang District,

Mae Hong Son

The study of Tor Yor Horn Band, Muang District, Mae Hong Son, researcher collected
the data of study as follows:

Tor Yor Horn Band has established and performed since the initiative era of Mae
Hong Son Province. Mae Hong Son Province has 3 eras including:

1. The era which was ruled by Chao Faa, it was the beginning of the establishment
of communities within Mae Hong Son province and the community leader (Chao Faa).
On that time, there was none of Tor Yor Horn Band, it was only solo performer with single
instrument or it might be only one drum to harmonize the melody. It was performed on the
meeting between Chao Faa and his people for every 3-7 days.

2. The era after the change of government from the Prince regime (Chao Faa) to be
the governors. There was the forming of the Tor Yor Horn Band and expanded the role of the
band to perform for various social activities. There were many new songs which was written
from the commercial contacts between people in Mae Hong Son province and Myanmar
people.

3. Present, there is lack of serious interest and continued support from the government
that were the reasons for the fading of Tor Yor Horn Band performance. And the fading of
Tor Yor Horn Band performance was the main reason for this research. Now there were only

3-4 Tor Yor Horn Band performers left from second era.



Songs performed for Tor Yor Horn Band was Myanmar song. But now Mynmar song
has been disappeared because there were a few performers who could understand and
sing Myanmar language. Now there were only 16 songs left and 2 main songs are Tor Mai
Chun and Tor Meng Chun. These 2 main songs were performed at the starting of Tor Yor
Horn Band ‘s performance. There are 3 songs for the Tai Dance (Ram Tai) performance
called Mauy Low Low , Chu Chu Mauy and Kha Yan Tal Jong. And Ram Mong Suay Yee
song that used for the Ram Mong Suay Yee performance.

Tor Yor Horn Band was originated by Thai Yai group from Mae Hong Song
province. They strongly believed and faith in Buddhism that made the performance has
associated with the Buddhist traditions and ceremonies for all years or 12 months tradition
such as Som Tor Luang or the ceremony of the Mathupayas rice offering. The band
performed at temple or temple’s hall. While Thai Yai Buddhist joined to prepare the offerings
for the entertainment and circulate to the various temples. The second tradition was the end
of Buddhist Lent day, the band stated to perform on the early morning to invite people for
offering food to monk. The band stopped to perform until monk started to ask for alms.
Another tradition was Poi Sang Long ( The ceremony to enter the priesthood) , the band was
served as the leading band for parade on the ceremony.

Tor Yor Horn Band is the unique identity of Thai Yai group, Mae Hong Son Provice,
it was the local culture that could be found only at Mae Hong Son province. At present, Thai
yai people still focus on Tor Yor Horn Band and the band has been considered as a part of
their life. We can say that the Tor Yor Horn Band is the cultural representative of Thai Yai

people within Mae Hong Son Province.
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