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Pisanu Boonsri —anan. (2008) A Study of Master Nathapong Sowat's Ranard Ek Techniques
and Variations in Pleng Tra for Thai Music Wai Kru Ceremony. Master thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology) Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory

Committees: Assoc. Prof. Dr.Manop Wisuttipat, Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intarasunanont.

The researcher conducts this study from recordings only on Tra category (4 Mai Dern)
in the Thai Music paying homage Ceremony in 1996 at the the Institute of Language and
Culture for Rural Development, Mahidol University. There are six Tra songs as follows: (1) Tra
Sannibatr; (2) Tra Narai Banthomsin; (3) Tra Yapakkok; (4) Tra Chern; (5) Tra Prasitthi; and (6)
Tra Phraprakontap. The purposes of the study are:

1. to study biography of Mr.Nattapong Sowat
2. to study variations and techniques for xylophone rendered by Mr.Nattapong

Sowat; on Tra songs performed in the Thai Music paying homage Ceremony.

The result of the study shows that:
Mr.Nattapong Sowat is a remarkable Ranard EK teacher who has been inherited
Ranard EK playing from Mr.Prasit Thaworn, a national artist, and inherited the ability in
performing Kong Wong Yai from Mr.Sorn Wongkong, both are accepted as the leadings
Ranard EK experts in Thailand. Mr.Nattapong particularly studied Na Part performance from
Mr.Prasit Thaworn, and the melodies are verified by Mr.Bang Luangsunthorn and Mr.Prink

Karnchanapalin who are ones of the most respected Thai music maters.

There are five melodic styles (Klon) found in the six Tra songs as follows: (1)
Klon Sub; (2) Klon Tailuard; (3) Klon Taimai; (4) Klon Derntakheb or Muantakheb; and (6) Klon
Sorntakheb. The most frequently used of the melodic style is Klon Tailuard. The melodic
contour is a stepwise motion both ascending and descending which is suitable for ceremonial
music in paying homage ceremony. However, the other melodic styles are also indispensably

used due to the differences of scale and ending tones of each melodic phrase.



For techniques in Ranard EK renditions in all the six Tra songs performed by
Mr.Nattapong Sowat, the techniques of playing found in all the six songs are: (1) Thi Gro Yeun
Siang technique (2) Thi Khu Paed Yeun Siang technique (3) Thi Sadoh technique (4) Thi Sabad
Sam Siang Keun Lohng technique (5) Thi Sabad Kham Siang technique (6) Thi Keb technique
(7) Thi Siang Samam Samer technique (8) Thi Khayi technique (9) Thi Kod Hua Mai technique
(10) Thi Rua Yeun Siang technique (11) Thi Rua Pehn Thamnong technique and (12) Thi Rua

Khu Sorng technique.
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