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Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

A study of Chinese music in Chonburi Province is an enthnomusicological study.
The purposes of the study were to investigate the existing situations and roles of the
Chinese bands, and to examine Chinese music literature in Chonburi Province by focusing
on the number of personnel, contents, principles, including transmistion methods of existing
situations and roles of current Chinese musicians. The data used in the study were based

mainly on fieldwork and documentary information. The findings were as follows.

The existing situations and roles of Chinese bands in Chonburi at present are to
be seen at the associations, temples and educational institutions. Many organizations and
wealthy people in Chonburi Province who realize the importance of Chinese music give
support by providing training for young children to learn and play Chinese musical
instruments with experts in Chinese music. They also encourage and motivate the learners
by giving support in payment for the regular practice and for the actual performance. The
three transferring methods are : 1) by self-learning through practicing on listening,
memorizing, and imitating ; 2) by learning with teachers through number notation system ;
3) by learning with teachers through western notation system. Moreover, the methods used

include oral tradition and modern integration methods.

The present roles of Chinese bands are for ritual practice both in auspicious and
inauspicious ceremonies. The musical instruments are classified into three types : melody
composition, rhythm composition, and chanting songs. Two types of notation are Jingue
(Chinese number notation) and western notation. Two types of song are ritual songs and
common songs. Ritual songs are divided into 2 categories : clergy and laity. Clergy songs
are consisted of Cantonese and Hakka melodies ; while laity songs are consisted of
Cantonese, Hieng Hua, and Sieng Hor. There are 121 chapters in the Cantonese melody
prayer, and 82 chapters in the Hieng Hua melody prayer. No evidence of Sieng Hor has
been collected or recorded. There are only 2 Chinese music bands that still preserve the
Sieng Hor melody prayer : Meng Hui Band in Chonburi and Meng Ngee Band in
Chantaburi. Cantanese melody is the most popular, while Hieng Hua is most popular

among Taejiew people.



The roles of Chinese music bands for rituals are commonly found, but are just

existed for performance.
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