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Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

On the study of national artist Somsean Phanthong (Chay Muangsingha)’s singing
techniques, the researcher applied the principles of ethnomusicology and delineated its
two main objectives:

1) Study on life and works of Somsean Phanthong (Chay Muangsingha)

2) Study on singing techniques of Somsean Phanthong (Chay Muangsingha)

The research showed the following:

1) On the life and works of Chay Muangsingha. Somsean Phanthong, aka Chay
Muangsingha was born on Tuesday March 24th, 1885 in Singhburi province. He received
his high school diploma in 1956 from Singwattanaphana School, Wat Promsakorn,
Bangphutsa, Singhburi Province. He had been a lead singer in the Chularat Band for 5
years, then, in 1969 he formed a band called Chulathip which had gained popularity for 10
years. He was awarded the Half-Century Thai Country Music Award by Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in 1989, 1991, 1992, and 1995 consecutively. In 1995, he
was honored as National Artist in Performing Art — Country Music. A year later, he was
offered an Honorary Degree in Bachelor of Arts from Thepsatri Rajabhat University in
Lopburi province. In 1997, he was bestowed with The Most Admirable Order of the
Direkgunabhorn (Fourth Class) as National Artist with outstanding behavior and
achievements.

2) On Chay Muangsingha’s singing techniques. Five outstanding songs, carefully
chosen, were analyzed in five aspects: melody, rhythm, harmony, phrase and musical form,
along with documentary research and interviews. The data was analyzed and presented
qualitatively in descriptive research format. The research showed that his songs contained

a melodic range within an octave. Three types of melodic motion were found and



sometimes within the same song. Disjunct motion was shown in certain songs. Repetition,
variation and homophony were established in rhythm. Major keys served as the base for
harmony while the sixth chord, a unique characteristic of Thai country songs, was always
played at the beginning and ending of each song. Each phrase was often ended with the
sixth chord while the ternary form was mostly used in musical form.

Uniquely, Chay Muangsingha sings with the powerful low-pitched voice, whole
tone and clear words. He usually draws out the note which corresponds with the basics of
Thai classical music. Chay Muangsingha also selectively adopts many special singing
techniques including drawling, slurring, pitch disjunct, tonal accent and diminution, to make

it perfectly suited with the lyrics and the feel of the songs.
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