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M.F.A.(Ethnomusicology) Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
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Dr.Manop Wisuttipat.

This Master thesis is a research on a music of the Akha at Bansaencharoen Wawee
Sub-district, Mae-Suay District, Chiangrai Province. The purpose of this research is to study
both their music and relevant cultures. It is found that:

This sub-district is established in 1963 with ‘Ou-Loh Akha’ tribe as the main
population. Given that it has high mountains and small plain areas, most population do
agricultural farming and stockbreeding. The only one school it has starts from elementary
level up to grade 6.

They have 8 kinds of music instruments; ‘Derm’-a chordophone with lute played with
fingers , ‘Lah-Je or Kaen-Nam-Tao'- an aerophone played by blowing or sucking, ‘Choo-Loo’
or 3-hole flute — an aerophone played by blowing, ‘Ya-Ewe’ (Jew’s Harp) - an idiophone
played with fingers , ‘Bor-Chong’- an idiophone played by knock ‘Jae-Leh’-an idiophone
played by whipping, ‘Bow-Lo’™-an idiophone played by whipping, ‘Tong’-a membranophone
played by whipping. These instruments are used for important ceremonies of the village as
well as for casual entertainment i.e. singing and dancing.

The music of Akha has played an important role in various ceremonies, divided into 3
types: 1. Used as a device to give signals in ceremonies or as a time-telling device to start
the ceremonies. 2. Used for entertainment for people in the village. 3. Used to show gratitude
or thankfulness and blessing for the host of the ceremonies.

Nowadays, this music of the Akha at Bansaencharoen Wawee Sub-district, Mae-Suay
District, Chiangrai Province still carries on from generation to generation as well as their
traditional customs. However, since their lifestyle has changed as affected by the outside
world, the way the traditions and customs are executed also changes dramatically
comparing to the original version. Nonetheless, people of the Akha tribe at Bansaencharoen

still try to carry on their tradition, customs and music as much as they can.
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