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Jackapong Klinkaeo. (2007). Hainanese Funeral Ritual Music: A Study of Dan Heng Gul
(Ko Kul) Band. Master thesis, M.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok : Academy
Srinakharin Wirot University.Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana

Intrarasunanon Assoc. Prof. Dr. manop Wisuttipat.

The objectives of ‘Accompaniment Music for Hainanese Funeral: Case Study from
‘Dan Heng Kun’ (Ko Kun) Troupe’ are

1. to study in depth the music performed by Dan Heng Kun (Ko Kun) Troupe to
accompany the Hainanese funerals

2. to study the cultural integrity of such music

According to the research conducted by means of interviewing and gathering
information from already existing documents and relevant literature, it can be briefly
summarized that:

Dan Heng Kun (Ko Kun) Troupe was founded by the deceased Heng Kun Dan
(also known as Ko Kun) in 1966. The troupe has been performing for over 30 years now.

Originally, Ko Kun presided over the funeral rite and was the owner of the troupe.
Later, his wife Pranee Hanwanitkul (Jae Buai) succeeded him, adhering strictly to the
traditional ceremonial pattern as the husband once did. Currently, the rite is directed by
Wang Hang Kieng from Bun Siao Kaiw district, Hainan province of the People’s Republic of
China.

The troupe performs the traditional folk Hainanese music, which is predominantly
composed using G as basic key with Duoi Dud as the core instrument. Numerous tunes
found are performed only in funeral. The tunes can be categorized into 8 chapter. Each
chapter was transcribed in the form of numerical notation. There are altogether 30 pages of
sheet music. There are 2 kinds of musician line-ups:

1. the band performing accompanying music for the ceremony will consist of
Duoi Dud as the only solo instrument

2. the band performing accompanying music for the performance during the

ceremony will consist of Dieao yi in tandem with Yao U



From the study regarding the cultural integrity of aforementioned music, it was
found that:

Hainanese funeral or ‘To Jae’' rite is very important for Chinese people of
Hainanese descent. It is conducted following the ancient tradition reflecting the gratefulness
that children should dutifully express to parents. It also serves as a memento, reminding
people to refrain from ill deeds and live morally.

The problem facing the troupe at the moment is lack of musicians. This forces the
troupe to hire musicians from China, causing cultural discontinuation since there is the
decrease in knowledge transmission to the descendants of Hainanese-Thai musicians. The
only remaining legacy is the language which is still being spoken albeit limitedly. The funeral
rite is a sophisticated ceremony, interweaving profound beliefs and customs, withstanding
the course of time. However, the ceremony is suffering the decline in popularity, due largely
to widening cultural gap between the old and the new generation. The language barrier and
considerable amount of money required to properly carry out the rite add also to the
diminishment. Thus, to revivify this tradition, it is essential that the new generation is
inculcated with the correct understating and appreciation of such custom. The moral aspect

of the rite must also be acknowledged.
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