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Anan Michai. (2008). Yao Ceremony : A case study of music in the Yao ceremony for
healing the iliness of the Phuthai tribe in Nhong Mek, Parai, Don Tarn District,
Mukdaharn Province. GROUP. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assist. Prof.

Dr.Chalermpon Ngamsutti. Assoc.Prof. Dr.Manop Wisuttipat.

This Master thesis is an Ethnomusicology research based on Yao Ceremony : A
case study of music in the Yao ceremony for healing the illness of Phuthai tribe in Nhong
Mek, Parai, Don Tarn District, Mukdaharn Province. The results of the research are shown

in below document.

The composition of Yao ceremony for healing the illness of Phuthai tribe in Nhong
Mek, Parai, Don Tarn District, Mukdaharn Province by Yao witch-doctor are, Mrs. Garn
Yardnoi found that the illness of Phuthai in Nhong Mek village is believed in superstition or
black magic even the ghost. So, they also believe that they must make the ghost chasing
ceremony to find the cause of the people ailment, this ceremony called Yao ceremony. The
Yao ceremony constituents Yao witch-doctor: the header of the ceremony, Peang witch-
doctor: Yao witch-doctor assistant, Kai constituent, the illness and Pee witch-doctor or Kaen
witch-doctor. Mrs. Garn Yardnoi is the most respect from Phuthai people who believe and
respect in ghost, she also be the example of the behave in Phuthai believe around Nhong
Mek village, that why there are many people always join in Yao ceremony with Mrs. Garn

Yardnoi.

The first step of Yao ceremony for healing the illness starts from the preparation
before the ceremony start. The preparations are about the place and Kai constituent
accommodate. The second step is about the elf or ghost invite to hitch in the witch-doctor.
The third step is the cast lots for the illness causes by the figure of the eggs (horizontal or
vertical). The forth step is the witch-doctor will going to reassure the sufferer and bring the
well soul of the sufferer return to their owned body, after that the witch-doctor will band the
sufferer wrists by the holy thread. The final step is the witch-doctor will engage the elf or

the ghost to return to their places.

The musical between Yao ceremony for healing the illness used thelocal

instrument called “Kaen” which is a kind of reed mouth organ in northeastern Thailand.



Kaen in Yao ceremony is “Kaen Baet : the eight couple piped kaen” which is belong to Yao
witch-doctor only because the pitch of kaen Baet is the same as Yao witch-doctor. Yao
witch-doctor will dance and sing along with the Kaen playing until finish the ceremony, Yao
witch-doctor sometimes might saying a word between the ceremony. The lyric is Phuthai
and the Kaen play format used Phethai melody and Sripandon melody. Kaen witch-doctor

have their owned format which different to each others up to their carry down or cultivate.
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