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“Certainly nothing i1s commoner novadays than to pee
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people working from morn t11l night and then proeeding to fritter

away at card-tables, in Cafés, and in small talk what time is

left for living.... But you can get throuvgh the days there with-

out trouble, once you have formed habits. And since habits are
precisely what our town encourages, all 1s for the best.®

(The Plague, 1947 : 6 - 7)
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v, ..each of us has the plague vwithin him; no one, no ohe -
on earth, 1s free from 1t. And I know, too, that we must keep
endiess watch on ourselves lest 1n a careless moment we breathe

in somebody's face and fasten the infection on him.

(The Plague, 1947 : 207)
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"hat!s a way I decided to take, 1n every predicamenl, the
victim?s side - so asg to reduce the damage done.W

(The Plague, 1947 : 208)
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", .an attempt to reach the purity of thought and action.®
(Klngs 1964 : 70)
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"I s1t enthroned smong my bad angeks at the summit of the
Dutch heaven and I waitch aseendaing towards me, as they i1ssue
from the fogs and the water, the multitude of the Last Judge-
ment. And as for me, I pity without absolving, I understand
without forgiving and above all, I feel that I am being adored"
(The Fall, 1956 : 105)
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"I understood then that I hated violence less than the

institutions of violence.™ -

(O' Brien, 197G : 33) - - °
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"In his view man's JustiC: was a vain thing; only God's
Justice mattered. I pointed out that the former had sondemned

me.‘"

(The Stranger, 1946 : 148)
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"The business of climbing a scaffold, having the world
below, s; to speak, gave something for a man's imagination to
get hold of. But, as 1t was, the machine dorminated everything;
they killed you discreetly, with a hint of shame and much effi-

ciency."
s

(?He Stranger, 1946 : 141)
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"The guillotine exists, and so does crime; between the two
there 1s no other apparent connection than that of the law.©®

(0! Brien, 1961 : 192)
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"Let us call 1t by the name which, for lack of any other

nobility, will atv least give the nobility by truth, and let us

recognize it for what 1t 1s essentially : a revenge.®
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(0" Brien, 1961 : 197)
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"There have been as many plagues as wars in history ; yet

always plagues and wars take people equally by surprise.”

(The Plague, 1947 : 34)
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"To begin with, the Prefect took measures controlling the
traffic and the food supply. Petrol was rationed and restric-
tions were placed on the sale of foodstuffs. Reductions were
brought into the use of electricity.w

(The Plague, 1947 : 67)
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"In fact, our suffering was twofold; our own to start

with, and then the imagined suffering of the absent one, son,

mother, wife, or mistress.t
(The Plague, 1947 : 60)
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"por our fellow=citizens that summer sky, and the streets
thick 1n dust, grey as their present lives, had the same ominous
import as the hundred deaths now weighing daily on the town.‘
That incessant sunlight and those braght hours associated with
si1esta no longer invited to frolics and flirtation on the
beaches. Now they rang hollou 1n the silence of the closed town,
they had lost the golden spell of happier summers. Plague had
killed all colours, vetoed pleasure.®

(The Plague, 1947 : 95)
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"The corpses werce tipped pell-mell into the pits and had
hardly settled into place when spadefuls of quicklime began %o
smear their faces and the earth covered them aindistinctively, in
holes dug steadily deeper as time went on."®

(The Plague, 1942 : 146)
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wI continue tobelieve that this world has no ultimate
meaning,., But I know that something in 1t has a2 meaning and that
1s a man, because he 1s the only creature to i1nsist on having
Oneo“ -

(0% Brien, 1961 : 28)
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WNo, Freedom s not founded on concentraticon camps, or on
the subjugated peoples of the colonies, or on the worker's partyl.

No, the doves of peace do not perch on gallows.®

(O' Brien, 1961 : 96)
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*"And whether you wish 1t or not, we're allies, facing

them and fighting them together.v

(The Plague, 1947 : 179)
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WIf tomorrow thc people of France, called upon to express
themselves freely, repudiated the policies of the Resistance,

tho Resistance wo.ld yield....V
(O' Brien, 1970 : 52 - 53)
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"Do you know that 1n my lititle village, during a reprisal
operation, a German officer courteously asked an old woman to
please choose which of her two sons would be shot as a hostage ?
+sse I knew one pure heart who rejected distrust. He was a *
pacifist and a libertarian and loved all humanity.and the
animals with an equal love. We had written on his threshold :
Wherever you come from, come in and be welcome ? Who do you
think answered that noble invitation ? The militia, who entored

and made themsolves at home, and disembowelled him."

(The Fall, 1956 : 10-11)
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"Well, that, monkher, 15 a human invention. They didnt't

need God for that little masterpiece.™

(The Fall, 1956 : 62)
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humanitarian spirit, I announced the publication of a manifesto

exposing the oppression that the oppressed inflict on decent

people.®
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agreement, whereas, from all sides, judgements, arrows, mockeries
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"In philosophy as in polities, I am for any theory ihat
refuses to grant man innocence and for any practice that treats

him as guilty."®
(The Fall, 1956 : 97)
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‘Wl believe I entertain a Just idea of the greatness of
Christianity; but thsre are a number of us in this persecuted
world who feel that, 1f Chrast died for certain men, he did not
die for us. And at the same time we refuse to despair of man.
If we do not cherish the unreasonable ambrtion to save h;ﬁr, we

wish at least to serve him. We consent to be deprived of God and



of hope, but not to do so easily without man.%
(Peyre, 1960 : 23)
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"... he had drawn himself up to his full height and was
asking me very cearnestly 1f I believed zn God. When I said,
iNo," he plumped dowvn into his chair indignantly.®™

(The Stranger, 1946 : 85)
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nIf Chrlstlaplty is pessimistic in regard to man, 1t i1s
bptimistic in regard to human destiny. Well then, I well say
that although pessimistic in regard to human destiny, I am opti-

mistic 1n regard to man.m |\

(0" Braen, 1961 : 89)
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"I told him that I wasn't conscious of any 'sain', all I knew
was that I'd been guilty of a criminal offenge, and as I was pay-
ing the penalty of that offenge, no one had the right to expect
anything more of me.

(The Stranger, 1946 : 148)
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"In face of the threatening character of the world, Camus
calls men to revolt. And the call to revolt is nothing more or
less than a call to create; to transform the inhumanity of the
world into the image of man, to humanize what 1s inhuman,in short
to civilize."

(Hanna, 1956 : 230)
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A lifc in which I can remember this life on @arth.

That's. all I want of 21t.v,
: (The Stranger, 1946 : 160)
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luﬂﬁﬁaﬂ Resistance, Rebellion and Deathnqyanaqqqq

%I share with you the same horror of evil. But T do not

share your hope, and I continue to struggle against this

universe when children suffer and die.t

(O!' Brien, 1961 : 95)
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P"Aind until my dying day I shall refuse to love a scheme

of things in which children are put to torture.,"

(The Plague, 1947 : 178)
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"But weariness i1s a kind of madness. And there are times

vhen the only feeling I have 1s one of mad revolt.®

(?ﬂg_?laguq, 1947 : 178)
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"Having undertaken to fight the will io pover, Camus had
first toemure himself, though a kind of purification, of the

passion of contempt, and to serve his apprenticeship in the new



discipline of humility ~ hence, a tendency to hide baseness

from view 1n order 1o see¢ misfortune alone.™
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(Bespaloff, 1950 : 25)
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"Everyone insists on being innocent, even if in order to

be so he must accuse the human race and all men.n

(The Fall, 1956 : 60)
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"Over the dead body of innocence the judges swarm, the
Judges of all species, those of Chrast and those of the Anti -

Christ, who are the same anyway, reconciled in the little-ease.®
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(The Fall, 1956 : 85)
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(0" Brien, 1961 : 101)
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"I want to express by means of the plague, the suffocation
from which we have all suffered, and the atmosphere of menace and
exile in which we heove lived. I want at the same time to extend
this interpretation to the notion of existence only."

(Camus, 1250 : 113)
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“The contrary of suicide, in fact, 1s the man condemned
to death. That revolt gives life 1ts value.®
(Camus, 1543 : 54)
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» but there mgy be shame 1n being happy all alone."

(The Plague, 1947 : 170)
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"How we admire those of our teachers whoe have ceased to

speak, their mouths filled with earth 2"

(The Fall, 1956 : 26)
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"It canft be denied that, for the moment at least, we
have to have judges, don't we ? I accepted the fact not because

I saw 1t, but rather as I accepted locusts.m

(The Fall, 1956 : 16)
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trary, 1t 1s 1mpossible to Justify has laving. But, besides the
reasons that have been very well explained ito us for the past
two thousand years, there was a major one for that terrible
agohy, and I don't knov why 1t has been so carefully hidden....
He {(Christ) was at the source, after all; he must have heard of
a certain slatighter of the innocents. The children of Judea

massacred while his parents were ftaking him to a safe place -~
why did they die 1f not beg¢ause of him 2"

(T‘}iﬂ%}_}-, 1956 : 83)

«

L v ¢
Ty The Pall myirwmwiasnawiuilaul- wesazeanlufidygstom

", .flowers from the 0ld -~ woman pedlar though I knew she
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(The Fall, 1956 : 18, 28)
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"The smell of dead leaves soaking in the canal, and the

funeral scent rising from the barges loaded with flowers...

Amsterdam's concentric canals resemble the circles of hell ?
The middle~-class hell, of course, people with bad dreams. And
night and day that dream 1s people with Lohengrins like these,
dreamily riding theirr black bicycles with high handle - bars,

funeral swans constantly drifiaing throughout the whole country,

around the sea, along the canals.
(The Fall, 1956 : 12 - 13)
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“RBut for the Christian death 1s certainly not the end of

everything and 1t implies infinitely more hope than life implies
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a second time, chﬂ what a raisky suggestion ! .... The water's
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be too late. Fortunately.?

(The Fall, 1956 : 108)
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"I was Just going to explain to hér that 1t wasn't my .
fault, but I cheeked mysclf, as I remembered having said the
same thing to my erploycr, and realizing then 1t sounded foolish."

(The Stranger, 1946 : 24)
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“For a moment I had an absurd impression that they had

come to si1t i1n judgement on me."

(The Stranger, 1946 : 11)
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T.es lhousands of millions of priviledged people l:ks him
oalled themselives my bLrothers

(The_Stranger, 1946 : 152)
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"The idea that is made up about him is preferred to the
man himself., He dies, alone in being conscious of his truth,
Vanity of this consolation, (religion)’

{Camus, 1962 : 42)
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“TIt's not a question of painting too black a picture.
It's a question of taking precautions. My point is that we
should not act as 1f there werc no likelihood that half the
population wouldn't be wiped out; for then 1t would be.?

(The Plague, 1847 : 46)
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"No, Father. I've a very different 1dea of love. And
unt21l my dying day I shall refuse to love a scheme of things in

which children are put to torture.®

(The Plague, 1947 : 178)
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"His only real crime is that of having in his heart

approved of something that killed off men, women, and children



(plague). I can understand the rest, but for that I am obliged

to pardon him,"

(The Plague, 1947 : 247)
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"You have heard, of course, of those tiny fish 1n the
rivers of Brazil that attack the unwary swimmer by thousands and
with swift little nibbles clean him up in a few minutes, leaving
only an immaculate skeleton 7 Well, that's what their organiza-
tion is. .... Here's a Job, a family, an organized leisure; a
good clean life., And the teeth attack the flesh, right down to
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the bone,m

(The Fall, 1956 : 8)
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"My reflection was smiling in' the mirror, but 1t seemed to

ma that my smile was double.®

(The Fall, 1956 : 31)
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"phenever I left a blind man on the pavement to which I
had convoyed him, I used to touch my hat to him. Obvicualy the
hat - touching wasn't i1ntended for him since he couldn't see it.

To whom was 11 addressed ? To the public.th
<

(The Plague, 1956 : 37)
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Npor the same reasons adolescents lose their metaphysi-
cal unrest with their first .istress; and ceriain marriages,

which are merely formalized debauches, become the monotonous

hearses of darang and anvention. Yes, cher ami, bourgeocis

marriage has put our country into slippers and will soon leddlt

to the gates of death.:
(The Fall, 1956 : 78)
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"The disccerifort 1n the face of man's own humanity, this
incalculable tumble before tha i1mage of what we are, thas

'nausea’ as a writer of today c¢alls 1%, 1s also the absurd."

(Camus, 1956 : 78)
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"It was as 1f that great rush of anger had washed me
clean, emptied me of hope, and gazing up at the dark sky spangled
with 1ts signs and stars, for the first time, I laird my heart

open to the benign indifference of the universe.t®

(The Stranger, 1946 : 154)
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"I believe I ontertain a Just 1dca of the greatness of
Christianity; but there are.a number of us in this persecuted
world who feel that, 2f Christ died for certain men, he did not
die for us. And at the same time we refuse to despair of man.
If we do not cherish the unreascnable ambition to gave haim, we
wish at least to serve him. We consent to be deprived of god

and of hope, but not to do so easily vithout man.v
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"The laght splashed out on the metal and 1t was like a
long glattering blade striking me on the forchead.V

(The Stranger, 1946 : 76)
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"The violent bath of sun and wind exhausted my life
strength. Now, spread out to the four corners of the world,
.
forgetBul, having forgotten myself, I have become the wind and,

withan the wind, the columns and arch here, the stone stabs

smelling of the sun and the pale mountains set around the

deserted c1ty." (Camus, 1938 : 24)
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n,.,, for the first time, I laxd my heart open to the
benign indifference of the universe. To feel 1t so like myéélf,

indeed, so brotherly, made me realize that I'd been happy, and

that I was happy still.!
(The Stranger, 1946 : 154)
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The Plague
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"... the plague bacillus never dies or disappears for
good, and that perhaps the day would come when, for the bane and

the enligntening of men; it roused up 1ts rats again and sent

them to die 1n a happy city."

(The Plague, 1947 : 252)
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(Quilliot, 1966 : 32)
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"He describes how he feels himself to be assamilated into
nature, annihilated by the elements whose vibrating life 1s every-

where bt
ere presen (Beynon, 1955 1 50)
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"The destructive act takes place under the aeglseof the
sun ahd seems to be a simple extension of 1ts influence. 'The
shape of the Arab dances before Meursault's eyes in flaming air
and the sea 1s like molten metal. It 1s at this point that the
possibility of human initiative is suggest;d, but the sun over-

helms the human will."

(Beynon, 1955 : 51)
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"The physical relaxation and mental serenity are associated
with the sea and moonlight in Camus' work, whaile violent sensation
and the impulse to destroy are related to the intense heat and
laght of a Medaiterranean day,"

(Beynon, 1955 ¢ 51)
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It gave one a queer, dreamlike impression, that blue-
whlye glare overhead and all thas blackness round : the sleek
black of the hearse, the dull black of the men's clothes, and
the silvery ~ black gashes in the road. And then there wesetihe
smells, smells of hot lecather and horse dung from the hearse,

veined with whaiffs of incense smoke."

(The Stranger, 1946 : 20)
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"Subjectivism mears, on thecone hand, the freedom of the
individual subject and, on the other, that man cannot pass beyond
human subjectivity. It 1s the latter which 1s the deeper meaning
of existentialism. When we say that man chooses himself, we do
mean that everyone of us must choose himself, but by that we also
mean that in choosing for himgelf he chooses for all men. M

(Kaufmann, 1956 : 291)
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"Consciousness is of necessity responsible for all its atti-
tudes and modes of bexng, If a1t were not so, 1f man was governed
from outside or from behind by some extraneous will or by some
determinism, an ethic would be impossable,"

(Brée, 1972 £ 110)
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"le (Meursault) 1s in every respect contemporary 'everyman'
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would continue to do so undisturbed,"

(Brée, 1972 : 143)
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"A life in which I can remember this life on earth, "
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"All we may regret 1s the town's being so disposed that it
turns its back on the bey, with the result that 1t's ampossable to

see the sea, you always have to go tn look for it."

(The Plague, 1947 : 7)
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"our fellow-citizens had fallen into line, adapted them-

selves as people say, td the situation, begause’ there was no way

of doing otherwise. Naturally they retained the attitudes of
sadness and sufferang, but ihey had ceased to feel their sting.
In deed to some, Dr.Rieux amongst them, this precisely was the
most disheartening thing; that the habit of despair 1s worse

than despalr 1tself....™

(The Plague, 1947 : 149)
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15 a dead world, and always there comes an hour when one is

weary of prisons, of one's work, and of deveoiion to duty, and

all one craves for 1s a loved face, the warmth and wonder of a

loving heart.™

(The Plague, 1947 : 214)
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