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Anintiga Khajorncheep. (2007). A Study on the Understanding of Native English Hand
Gestures of Mattayomsuksa 6 Students at Siyanuson School, Chanthaburi Province.
Master’s Project, M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics). Bangkok :Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Yanisa Buranachaitavee,

Asst. Prof. Wannakarn Likitrattanaporn, Dr. Supattra Tongkalaya.

The purposes of this research were: 1) To study native English hand gestures
2) To study the level of understanding of Thai students, with regards to native English hand
gestures 3) To collect any native English hand gestures which could be problematic to Thai
students, and 4) To become a guideline for making a native English hand gestures
teacher's manual. The subjects of this study were 237 Mattayomsuksa 6 students of the
2005 academic year at Siyanuson School in Chanthaburi, which were selected by random
sampling. The tool used was a questionnaire, in which there were, 24 open-ended
questions, asking the subjects for their understanding of native English hand gestures.

The data was statistically analyzed by frequency, percentage and mean.

The result of the study revealed that : 1) 24 hand gestures were frequently used by
native English speakers. These were classified into eight groups ; greetings, expressing
emotions, giving commands and making requests, mental activities and judgements,
actions, people and objects, money-related gestures and miscellaneous gestures,

2) 67.28% of students understood the native English hand gestures, and 3) eight hand

gestures were found to be particularly difficult to decode.
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Anintiga Khajorncheep. (2007). A Study on the Understanding of Native English Hand
Gestures of Mattayomsuksa 6 Students at Siyanuson School, Chanthaburi
Province. Master’s Project, M.Ed. (Educational Linguistics). Bangkok :Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Yanisa
Buranachaitavee, Asst. Prof. Wannakarn Likitrattanaporn, Dr. Supattra

Tongkalaya.

The purposes of this research were: 1) To study native English hand gestures
2) To study the level of understanding of Thai students, with regards to native English
hand gestures 3) To collect any native English hand gestures which could be
problematic to Thai students, and 4) To become a guideline for making a native English
hand gestures teacher’'s manual. The subjects of this study were 237 Mattayomsuksa 6
students of the 2005 academic year at Siyanuson School in Chanthaburi, which were
selected by random sampling. The tool used was a questionnaire, in which there were,
24 open-ended questions, asking the subjects for their understanding of native English
hand gestures. The data was statistically analyzed by frequency, percentage and

mean.

The result of the study revealed that : 1) 24 hand gestures were frequently used by
native English speakers. These were classified into eight groups ; greetings, expressing
emotions, giving commands and making requests, mental activities and judgements,
actions, people and objects, money-related gestures and miscellaneous gestures,

2) 67.28% of students understood the native English hand gestures, and 3) eight hand

gestures were found to be particularly difficult to decode.
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SRINAKHARINWIROT UNIVERSITY

This is a survey regarding the meaning of hand gestures of native English
speakers. The survey is being conducted by Miss Anintiga Khajorncheep,
a graduate student of the Linguistics Department at Srinakharinwirot University,
Bangkok. The surveyor would like to investigate the gestures and their
corresponding meanings in English contexts.

Part 1: Please give the following background information on yourself.

1. First name Last name
2. Sex: () Male () Female

3. Age

4. Nationality

Part 2: Please check (v') and fill in the meanings of each picture in the column below
(If some pictures have more than 1 meaning in your culture, please write them all).

Do they have

meaning in your What do they mean in How often do you use
Gestures culture? your culture? them?
Yes Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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No.

Gestures

Do they have
meaning in your

culture?

What do they mean in
your culture?

How often do you use

them?

Yes

Not
sure

No

Meaning

Often

Sometimes

Never

10.




Do they have
meaning in your

What do they mean in

How often do you use

No. Gestures culture? your culture? them?
Yes Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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16.
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No.

Gestures

Do they have
meaning in your

culture?

What do they mean in
your culture?

How often do you use

them?

Yes

Not
sure

No

Meaning

Often

Sometimes

Never

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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Do they have
meaning in your

What do they mean in

How often do you use

NO. Gestures culture? your culture? them?
Yes | Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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No.

Gestures

Do they have
meaning in your
culture?

What do they mean in

your culture?

How often do you use
them?

Yes Not | No
sure

Meaning

Often

Sometimes
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meaning in your | What do they mean in How often do you use
NO. Gestures culture? your culture? them?
Yes Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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Do they have
meaning in your
culture?

What do they mean in

your culture?

How often do you use

them?

Yes Not | No
sure

Meaning

Often

Sometimes

Never
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How often do you use
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No. Gestures culture? your culture?
Yes | Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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Do they have
meaning in your

What do they mean in How often do you use
your culture? them?

No. Gestures culture?
Yes Not | No Meaning Often | Sometimes | Never
sure
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Thank you for your cooperation
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i loc X 7 loc

1 1 24 31 1 16
2 1 28 32 1 1
3 1 2 33 0.2 1.4
4 1 2 34 0.2 1.6
5 1 2.2 35 0.4 1.8
6 1 26 36 0.8 18
7 1 2.2 37 0.6 1.2
8 1 2 38 0 14
9 0.4 16 39 0 14
10 1 24 40 0 12
11 1 12 41 0.2 12
12 0.8 2 42 0.2 12
13 1 3 43 0.6 2
14 0.8 1.2 44 1 2
15 0.8 2 45 0 1
16 1 2 46 1 14
17 0.8 1.6 47 0.2 1.6
18 0.8 14 48 1 2.2
19 0.6 16 49 1 16
20 0.2 14 50 0.6 14
21 0.4 16 51 0.2 16
22 0.8 2.2 52 0.2 14
23 1 2.2 53 0.6 1
24 1 1.6 54 0.4 1
25 1 2.4 55 0.6 1.8
26 1 1 56 0.8 2
27 1 2.6 57 0.2 1.8
28 0.8 2.4 58 0.2 1.8
29 1 18 59 04 14

30 1 2 60 1 2
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ANunNEMHYIIINElEnsdingmidunsuing 5 au

l NIN9 AMNRNY
1 —~ \Cmn Formal greeting
[Af S i?“\"u? Greeting, meeting someone
T\ po v i
i)_ : /Y, Greeting, hello
\‘" c(;\'b"'
AN x Customary for a formal introduction

Nice to meet you

Informal greeting

Hello, hi

Hello or good bye

To say “hello” or “good bye”

Hello, good bye

3 £ '”\ Come here
,; )
J ‘
\
3un / mu (Beckon / Come)
4 7 Victory
\_\ ) \
\ / Hello, peace, good feeling, good bye
ﬂ,\&
Tewue / FWANW (Victory / Peace)
5 # ’w: A — ok or perfect
T T‘:
}7‘3_“" ) Ok., good, very good, perfect
A
/ LN Ok.
U xa
e “ That was excellent” (food / a meal)
laia (Ok)
6 = Sk “Thumb up”, Ok., “well done” or correct
r(i“‘\ \
<y Good job, correct
N S
&) . %? 9 Good

@/ gnéias (Thumb up)

To show approval




anunngMEYiTInglEnmaingmiunsuing 5 au (da)

.

AIMNKRNEY

- “Thumb down”, wrong, not correct

No good (you lose)
Bad
To show disapproval

Not good

Crazy

Crazy / strange

You'’re crazy.

To indicate someone is crazy.

Someone or Something is crazy.

Can you repeat that? or | can’t hear you.
Louder please, speak up
Listen or | can’t hear you.

| can’t hear you.

10

wea / HANLN / AINLT

(Stop / Surrender)

| surrender or “calm down”
Stop, do not enter
| give up / surrender

| surrender / | don’t have any ......

11

~ .~
[ = -~
=5

((}\q(

s -
( D3

\\J
i

S

N\
r

k

L.
P4

1suiia

(Approval)

Applause

Praising, congratulating, approving
Well done

To show approval usually done by a
crowd of people though

Something is good or congratulating




anunngME i lEnmaingmiunsuing 5 au (da)
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AMMNARNE
12 ‘x;: :’f ..\\‘; - Telephone
g( i j"} - Telephone or “call me”
2 \P Vo) - You have a phone call.
A | \’{ - “Call me” (on the phone)
Insdnd
(Telephone)
13 - High-5 — a self congratulatory gesture
or a greeting in street.
- “High Five” , Yes!, “We did a good thing
together”
- Well done
- High Five- used by 2 people who are
Jud ala / inne very happy or excited about something.
(High five) - Accomplished something together.
14 F\/\V--'-x\ - Money
({’i’r"": \LL\; - Got any money?
\L - - Money (usually used to indicate a lot of
¥ 1 money)
K7
(Money)
15 i - No-no you mustn’t do that.
E\\k{.}t\i\j - No, do not do that, bad
%%’%7\:}‘ - ‘I‘I)on’t7 do that N
% \ - “Don’t do that again

s 9/ atvin
(Forbid)

| saw something wrong.
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NIN9 AMNRNY
16 A Stop
//\ VAR
) Hello / goodbye
f\\:" .
(’W' Saying hello
Ly %
wya / 838 / ana
(Stop / Hello / Goodbye)
17 Ny Be quiet
ff Sy 1 .
\4 7 Be quiet, please
To be quiet
RoU 9 wikay
(“Be quiet”)
18 ;4“ | don’t know.
ft ;“\‘\
"x( J) | don’t know, ...... or....How?
/\5 | don’t know, | don’t have anything.
8 I’'m not sure, | don’t have any money.
13 7 laiwaila / laifels
(“l don’t know)
19 “,f':& “It's this big” or “a little bit”
it
d ’.\ A little bit
pir How small something is
This much
& v (\. A
LRNWAE / LN
(A little bit)
20 a4 “Look at the time”
(} L “\')
\\<5‘J “Time is up” or “ what time is it?”

o

g]nm [ AUALIRT / DIULIRAN
(“What time is it? / Time is up”)

What time is it? or time’s up

What time is it? / time is running out
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N9 AMNHRNE
22 A Praying
L)
\C - T To pray
/ﬁ‘@ Please
L/(Q\\) Prayer
RIANUG sawlan / laldsa When praying
(Praying / Please)
23 /”*"/\ “Think about it” or “use your head”
..{J‘// //‘k\
(@‘; P Think, use your brain
2"/
} @ Think or I'm thinking
Lﬁi\ L In deep thought and not sure about
da / ldaua9 something
(Think / “Use your brain”)
24 » %( S “Finished”, “complete”, “job done”
=L N\ )

Ol
o

o & A o v A o
GRIYETASINPIRH] /VL&IqudLﬂEI’J@]’JU
dndald (Finished)

The job is finished. work done

I’'m wiping my hand of this matter
(done with it)

To rid yourself of responsibility or guilt

That's finished.
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