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Wipawee Pollaratana. (2008). Water Ecotourism Design Development: A Case Study of Retracing
the Historical Route within an Area of the OIld Capital City — Thonburi. Master thesis,
M.Sc. (Ecotourism Planning and Management). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Acting Sub Lt. Dr.Manat Boonprakob,

Assist. Prof. Sawittee Pitsanupong.

This study aimed to 1) develop river ecotourism program ‘Retracing the Historical
Route within an Area of the Old Capital City - Thonburi” 2) compare tourism satisfaction of
controlled tourists for general river tourism to experimental tourists for ecotourism river tourism
3) survey tourism resources in Thonburi province which suitable for river ecotourism program
“Retracing the Historical Route within an Area of the Old Capital City - Thonburi” and 4) study
opinions of tourists, tour operators, tour guides and local people in tourism in Thonburi
province, knowledge and understanding in ecotourism. Attendants were classified into 5 groups
including 36 tourism resources, 27 tourists, b7 tour operators, 100 tourists and 100 local people.
The research tools were tourism resources survey form and questionnaires. Statistic used in this
research was mean, mode, and standard deviation.

River ecotourism program, passed Bangkok Yai Canal, Bang Cheuk Nang Canal,
Bangnoi Canal, Bangprom Canal, Bangramad Canal, Chakphra Canal, Bangkok Noi Canal and
Chao Phraya River, starts from 09.00 am to 4.00 pm. Ecotourism and historical destinations in
the program were selected by experienced tour guides which motivated the tourists to act
properly in the destinations and local communities. Local community was attracted to involve in
river ecotourism program development. In addition, environmental policies were proposed to
reduce environmental impact in the destinations and communities.

Experimental tourists for ecotourism river tourism had more satisfaction than
controlled tourists for general river tourism. Controlled tourists for general river tourism had
more ecotourism knowledge and understanding than experimental tourists for ecotourism river
tourism. Both groups suggested that Thonburi province was suitable for ecotourism
development due to long history of Thonburi province and pristine natural and historical
destinations.

Tourism resources used in this river ecotourism program included Wat Arun

Ratchawararam, Wat Moleelokayaram, Ton Son Mosque, Wat Kanlayanamit, Gian Un Gaeng



Shrine, Wat Intharam, Klong Ludmayom Floating Canal, Orchid Garden, National Museum of
Royal Barges, Wat Rakangkositaram, Wang lang and Wang lang City Wall.

Local people had knowledge and understanding in ecotourism in high level. They had
opinion that local community had participation in ecotourism development in high level. They
also suggested that the area was suitable for ecotourism development based on participation of
local people and outsiders.

Tour operators had opinion in the readiness of tourism factors in moderate level. They
suggested that there was no clear ecotourism policy but they still thought that Thonburi
province was suitable for ecotourism development.

Tour guides had opinion in the readiness of tourism factors in moderate level. They
had knowledge and understanding in ecotourism in high level and thought that Thonburi

province was suitable for ecotourism development.
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