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A STUDY OF BELIEF IN MON’S RITUAL FOLK DANCE IN BANGKRADI COMMUNITY
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PIMPENKHAE WANNAPAN. (2006) . A study of belief in Mon’s ritual folk dance
in Bangkradi. Community. Master Thesis, M.Ed. (Art Education).
Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee : Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tungchareon,

Asst.Prof. Amnaj Yensabai.

The purpose of The research is to study and analyze the transferring
process of the Mon’s ritual folk dance in Bangkradi Community, Bangkhuntian
District. The results are as follow :

The belief in Mon’s ritual folk dance in Bangkradi Community are
divided into 2 types.

1. Believing in spirits which are village guardian spirit and ancestor spirit. The
village guardian spirit will protect and look after the villagers to live well and happily.
Chao Por Bangkradi Shrine, Chao Mae Huarahan Shrine and Chao Por Thai-Tung
Shrine are village guardian spirits of Mon Bangkradi Community which play an
important role in mental way and are respected by the villagers. The ancestor spirit or
“Panoak” are succeeding to the present since the ancient time in Mon City and
are carry on only by men. The ancestor spirit will protect and defend people from
danger and they are the centre of trust as well. Turtle spirit, Snake spirit, Chicken
spirit, Horse spirit, and Sticky Rice spirit are Mon’s spirit that are respected by the
villagers. If someone breaks the rule, he or his family will get into troubles and Mon’s
ritual folk dance is the only solution.

2. Believing in excorcizing which are village guardian spirit excorcizing an
ancestor spirit excorcizing. The latter is annually invited to have the offering, to have
a conversation and to wipe away troubles. The ancestor spirit are mental supporter and
are playing a role in the same family. Mon people are strongly believing in spirit that
they would not dare to breaking any rules. The result of believing in spirit is that Mon
people are being more harmonious & unity. The study found that today’s Mon’s ritual
folk dance is remain the original way of process. This ritual folk dance will take place

as the solution a member in family breaking rules.



It has many steps in making the ritual folk dance which need a lot of time to
arrange. There will be dancing and Thai orchestra instruments playing in the process.
According to Mon’s belief, every rituals can drive bad things out of the family.

The results disclose that Mon’s ritual folk dance is transferring from the
ancestor without regular learning but with self learning which are being informed, seeing
real ritual and making ritual. The purpose of every rituals is to carry on Mon’s specific
characteristic to the next generation. Believing in spirit has an affect to living everyday

life for Mon people.
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