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This research aims to study banana trunk carving in certain aspects : process of creation,
forms, designs, banana trunk carving works in central part of Thailand, similarities and differences, and
process of learning banana trunk carving of each area in central part of Thailand. The following is the

study result.

Samples of banana trunk carving in central Thailand studied are from those in Bangkok,
Nakhonpathom province, Petchaburi province, and Chainat province. The process of creation begins
with the carving of the carvers respectively in the Fun-Nueng design, the Fun-Sam design, the Fun-Har
design, the the Na-Kradan design, the Krajang design, the Prakop-Sao design, and the Nong-Sing
design. After finishing all designs, the carvers will combine each part together : the base part , the
Ruan-Fai part, the Rat-Klao part, the pole part,and the decorations part .Moreover, the carvers will carve
pumpkins, wax gourds, papayas, taro roots, sweet potatoes, and fruits into animal designs and flower
designs to combine with the banana trunk carving, in addition, the carvers of the Phra-Tamnak-Suan-
Kularp Adult School also put some fresh flowers to decorate, which differs from works of those in
Nakhonpathom, Petchaburi, and Chainat, in which banana trunk carving is primarily used and only a
little fruit carving is combined together. Then each part will be combined level by level, from the top
level “the Rat-Klao part”, to the middle level “the Ruan-Fai part” for putting urn-shaped caskets or coffins
on, and to the bottom level. The important process of the combination of the structure is to cut the front
edges and the back edges of the banana trunk carving work which have been combined into 45
degree angles in order that when any couple of angles are combined together, they will join each other
completely both in angles and design. The use of banana trunk carving is to decorate bases of funeral
pyres, Jittakathan, and crematoriums, as well as to put urn-shaped caskets or coffins on, before
burning corpses which is an inauspiciuos social event. Banana trunk carving is also used in auspicious
social events : Loy-Kratong festival, Kon-Juk ceremony, and used to decorate Buddhist pulpits. The
forms of structure, the neatness, and the creative thoughts of banana trunk carving depend on the
dignity and the gender of the dead people. The forms of banana trunk carving are also different among
those of the Phra-Tamnak-Suan-Kularp Adult School and those of each province. Main materials used
consist of trunks of Tanee banana trees which have never had their fruit, papayas, pumpkins , wax
gourds, sweet potatoes, taro roots, dying colours,and carving knives. It is important that the carving
knives be very thin and very sharp. The process of learning banana trunk carving is that the carvers
will teach their children, grandchildren, relatives, and also ones who are really interested in banana
trunk carving. First of all, the learners must be the assistants of the professional carvers, then they will
gradually be taught while they can notice the working of the specialised carvers at the same time , and
they can try and practise more and more by following the skills they notice. The qualifications of the
carvers are patience and love in the art of banana trunk carving. The general belief about banana
trunk carving aims at creation of beautiful art and paying respect to the dead people. Banana trunks

are of certain special qualifications : fireproof and smell-absorbing.
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