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This research had two purposés: (1) to study the role of the
Tambol Council in supporting nonformal education as perceived by five
groups of local authorities, namely, Tambol Council Chairers, Tambol
Agricultural Workers, Public Health Workers, Community Development
Workers, and Provincial Nonformal Education Staff, and (2) to study the
concordance of opinions of those authorities.

The sample was chosen by using a multi-stage random sampling
tcchnique from four provinces, three districts in each province, and
five Tambols in each district, totaling 60 Tambols; and 60 authorities
in each group were included in the sample, totaling 300.

The instrument used in collecting data was the rating-scale opinion
questionnaire, including 33 items on the role of the Tambol Council.

Three hundred questionnaire copies were sent out to the respondents, and
275 copies, or 91,66 % returned. The statistics used in analysing data
included the mean, coefficient of concordance, and rank correlation.

The major findings were as follows:

1, The opinions of the sample, when considered as a whole or in
individual groups,the means were at agreeable and strongly agreeable
levels., This showed that the sample agreed to all 33 items on the role,

2. The role of the Tambol Council rated in the first five
priorities included: (1) supporting the training for various groups of
people, such as housewives, farmers, and youths, (2) persuading people
to go to vote, (3) supporting and advising people to use services rendered

by government agencies, (4) promoting people to cooperate in preventing

local disasters, and (5) promoting people to use leisure time.



3, The priorities of the role of the Tambol Council were concorded
with statistical significance when considered as a whole or in pairs.

4, When considered the priorities of the role of the Tambol Council
in supporting nonformal education, five groups of samples had concordance
of opinions as folleows: |

4.1 The first priorities in seven roles included: (1) supporting
the training for various groups of people, (2) persuading people to go to
vote; (3) promoting people to cooperate in preventing local disasters,

(4) promoting people to use leisure time, (5) gathering data of the
Tambol, such as on population, education, and occupation, (6) organizing
vocational groups, and (7) supporting and advising people to use services
rendered by government agencies.

4,2 The second priorities included: (1) promoting and
improving village reading centers, (2) promoting people to observe
local traditions and cultures, (3) reporting the Tambol development
plans to agencies concerned, (4) advising and persuading people to use
village reading centers, (5) making a survey of illiterates, (6)
organizing people's groups, such’as cooperatives groups and village
fund groups, (7) conduction meetings for people to consider local problems,

(8) supporting people to use knowledge gained from the authorities in
practice, (9) supportiﬁg people to follow public health rules, (10)
advising people to understand how to pay tax and obey laws, and (11)

making cofitests of outstanding villages and people in the Tambol.
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