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Abstract

This is an ethnographic study of Lad Chado village in the Pak Hai district of
Ayutthaya province to examine the ethno-socio-cultural relationship of people living along
the Lad Chado canal. The objectives of this research are to study how the people subsist

with the river and try to discover the reason for happiness in the community.

The name of the municipality is Lad Chado but the names of two village ,
Chakaraj and Nong Nam Yai, contrinue to exist Nong Nam Yai and Chakaraj are on
opposite sides of the canal. In fact Lad Chado is the name of the canal. It was dug in the

year 1927

Findings show that in the past this community gathered people from the fighting
between the Thais and the Burmese. The local people were Mon and Thai. After this, the
Chinese moved into the community and settled down to live on raft along the river. They
were merchants. The local Thais lived on the river bank by growing rice and fishing. Then
they assimilated both traditional Thai and Chinese customs and indigenous rituals such as

believing in ghosts.

In this historical ,cultural community, local wisdom brought well-being and
happiness People lived a happy life on the canal. The Lad Chado canal is important in
social memory in happiness because King Rama V , and the former Prime Minister,
Maj.Gen Mom Rajawonge Kukri Pramoj visited there. The canal serves as an ecological
system as well as being a traditional and uniting factor lives. Community of well-being and

happiness.
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