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An analysis of body idioms in Korean Language
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ABSTRACT

This study is aimed to study structure, meaning, and the use of Korean idioms about
human body and to look at Korean society and culture reflected through idioms. The
objective of the study is to create a body of knowledge in Thai language to enable Korean
language learners to use the Korean idioms accurately. Idioms from three Korean language
dictionaries and a website are studied and categorized into four groups which are 1) idioms
about external body parts, 2) idioms about internal body parts, 3) idioms about body
excrement, and 4) idioms containing words about human body. According to the study,
idioms about external body parts are the most frequent whereas idioms containing words
about human body are the least frequent. Specifically, there are 882 idioms about external
body parts accounting for 82.7% and 22 idioms containing words about human body
accounting for 2.1%. Regarding the grammatical structure, there are fourteen patterns of
structure. The most common pattern is the object + verb phrase. In terms of culture and
society, idioms about human body reflect different aspects of Korean society. In the past,
Korea was agricultural and farming society. People carried their belongings or people on their
back. The most common way of travel was by foot. There are also different aspects of culture
such as wedding, ordination, funeral, food, and supernatural beliefs which are reflected
through Korean idioms about human body.

Keywords : Korean idioms, body, Korean language
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