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ABSTRACT

lt was found that teacher education on degree levels in
Thailand from the time of its birth right to the end of World War
Il was conducted mainly along the traditional line. This means that
those university students who wished to take up teaching as their
career were requested to complete the following requirements:

1. Completion of the bachelor degree either in arts or
science.

2. Then enroliment in the so called Depart. ment of Teacher
Training in the Faculty of Arts and Science.

In those pre-war days, the teacher education curriculum
on the university level was a one-year program. Students had to
finish their course work as well as their feaching practice all within
one year. The qudlification earned for the one-year work was a
diploma for secondary school teaching.

That was the only teacher education degree programi
available at that time.Graduate programs leading to the M.A., and
the Ph. D. in education did not exist. Actually, the program just

described was not a degree program in feacher education at all,
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but a bachelor degree in arts or science plus a diploma
in secondary school teaching.

However, shortly after World War I, particularly from the
vear 1951 on, thoughts as regards feacher education in Thailand
underwent a fremendous change. Here were some of the ideas:

1. Education was a professional discipline. It should be
taught independently in its own facully or college in the same
way as in other professions. .

2. The professional subjects and the regular arts and science
subjects all through the four-year Bachelor of Education curriculum
must be taught together in a parallel manner right from the start,
The Master’s degree in education as well as the Ph.D. must also
be introduced.

3. The structure of the Bachelor of Education degree
curriculum was to comprise 3 components, namely,

a) Liberal Education

b) Specialized Education (Teaching Fields)

c) Professional Education.

These three parts of the curriculum constitute that was widely
known as the “Trilogy of leaming for Teachers.”

As a result of the changes, in Thailand to-day, teacher
education as a profession is well on its way. In addition to the
universities, many teachers colleges were established; and they all
offer work on the degree level.

However, there are currently many Thai educators who
are of the opinion that the teacher education curriculum on the

bachelor level should be further improved to include the following
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important ideas.

1. The bachelor program should be of 5 or 6 years duration.
This is because a four- year program has been found to be too
short, the content to be covered nowadays being more extensive
on the one hand, and much longer teaching experiences being
seriously needed on the other hand

2. A teaching license is needed by each graduate before
he or she can be employed. This is to be sure that the graduate
can really teach in the fields of his or her competence.

3. In the same manner as the education of medical doctors
requires a hospital as an important instrument of their training, so
does the education of teachers require a school for their training.
it may be a regular school in the community. The school makes
teacher education real and dependable. If a demonstration school
or a laboratory school is available, it will be so much the better,
as research work can then be encouraged.

Further more, it has been recognized that an education
system, to be effective, must be based on a certain set of principles
derived from the social or moral philosophy advocated in that
particular community where education is going on. As an example,

we saw that a community or a country which adopted Pragmatism

as its social philosophy had already evolved the Pragmatic
Philosophy of education, which was found fo be very effectively
used to develop its teachers and its school system. |

In Thiland we strongly advocate Buddhism as our national
religion. It has thus become our social and moral philosophy.

Therefore we know that we can develop a strong philosophy of
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education based on the Buddhistic principles, which would
be appropriate for our school system.

In fact, certain steps have been taken in that direction.
Among other things, the structure of the Four Noble Truths has
been successfully utilized to construct a method of teaching. Strangely
enough, this method greatly resembles the famous scientific method.

More creative thinking along this tine is urgently needed.
In the future, it will indeed become an adventure in education

in our country.
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Faukuns@Ane  (Educational Planning)
- AFmauuzuiy (Counseling)

Bvinangms (Curriculum  Organization)
fnsRningau (Student-Teaching)
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