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Lifelong Education for Thai Society
in the 215t Century
Executive Summary

The main objectives of the research on "Lifelong

Education for Thai Society in the 218t

Century" were to study
concept and principle of lifelong education both in theoretical
and practical aspects from texts, documents, reports and
related researches available within and outside the country.
Moreover, experience of organizing lifelong education in 6
selected countries representing each region of the world:
United States of America, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia,
Korea and Japan, were analyzed, together with studying of
present situation and problems of lifelong education in Thailand.
All data were compared, analyzed and synthesized in order to
propose a guideline for lifelong education in Thailand. Main

conclusions from the study were presented as followed:

Definition of Lifelong Education

The word "lifelong education" is composed of 3 key
words: 1) Life: Individual life always involves with various
surrounding factors such as social and environment, religious,
economic, politic, etc. 2) Lifelong or Period of Life: People
lives from birth to death have to go through various lives period

from childhood to adulthood. 3) Education: Education is a




learning process for individual and social development through
various methods such as training, practicing, learning from
social and environment, from tradition and cultures.

Apart from giving the definition by analyzing the words
as mentioned above, a number of educators also view lifelong
education in 2 aspects. In a vertical aspect, education is
necessary for every period of life of people from birth to
death. Education is not important only at a school age period.
In horizontal aspect, education relates to lives. Therefore, educa-
tion or learning should be integrated into ways of lives of
people and should be a combination of all kinds (formal, non-
formal and in-formal education) in order to completely develop
people in all aspects.

According to the above concepts, it can be concluded
that lifelong education is the overall picture of education
which includes formal, non-formal and in-formal education. It is
provided for people at every age group throughout lives.
At each period of age, people may receive only one type of
education (e.g. only formal education) or a combination of 2 or
more types. Lifelong education relates the way of life of
people and to all involved factors such as social and environment,
religious, economic and politics. It aims at fully developing
people capacity with sufficient basic knowledge and skills for
living, working and adjusting themselves properly to the rapidly
changing social and environment at every period of life.

. .--'r-l-l-rll:;
rimes bmwrne (13)




Necessity of Lifelong Education

Education is regarded as an important factor for every
period of life because people have to face with the change of
social and environment all the time. Especially nowadays, educa-
tion is needed most because those changes affecting ways of
life and living situation of people occur rapidly and are too com-
plicated to recover by only knowledge and experience that people
gained during their school age period. Education in school is only
a small part compared to education for the whole life. It is only a
basic step and a tool for searching further knowledge and
experience to use for the rest of one's life, which is much longer
than the school age period. Many countries have accepted the

necessity of lifelong education especially in this 21st

century where
knowledge and information technology is growing rapidly. However,
the necessity of introducing lifelong education to be the main
principle for educational system of each country can be concluded
by the following reasons: the change of economic and occupation,
the change of social and culture, the growth of knowledge and
technology, the change of politics, the change of way of life and
living situation of people, the change of population structure and
the limitation of present educational system. These factors
not only directly and indirectly affected people in each country, but
also people everywhere since we are in the world without frontier.
Therefore, education is a tool to create capacity to people and to

prepare people to be ready to face with those changes properly.
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Principle of Lifelong Education

The theoretical concept and principle of lifelong
education include: education is necessary for every period of life
from birth to death; everyone has his own ability to learn;
education does not end when people graduate from schools or
educational institutions; lifelong education is the holistic aspect
of education. It covers every type and level of education;
lifelong education emphasizes on equal educational opportu-
nity; lifelong education should be varied and flexible in formats
and learning methods in order to let people have opportunities
to learn at anytime and anyplace. It is necessary to motivate
people to realize the importance of learning; education should
be integrated to people way of life; people should have freedom
to choose what and how they want to learn; lifelong education
aims at developing quality of life and enabling people to be
self-reliance and have full capacities; what provided for people
to learn should relate to their lives; learners should be provided
with knowledge and skills necessary for living, working and tools
for searching further knowledge; education is not only taken
place at institutions, but also at homes, at works, at religious
centers, at public parks and the communities. Therefore homes
and communities are very important sources of lifelong
education; Lifelong education needs to have cooperation of all

groups, all learning centers and the communities.
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Conclusion of Lifelong Education's Experience
from Selected Countries

After studying and analyzing lifelong education situation

among selected countries, it was found that there are certain

factors that are similar to one another. Among them, experience

which are considered to be useful to apply to Thailand are as

follows:

1.

Issuing policy and law on lifelong education. Each
country has highly recognized the importance of
lifelong education by fixing a clear policy on lifelong
education.  Moreover, some countries like the
United States of America and Japan have issued
lifelong education law. Having a clear framework in
this form help ease the implementation in real
situation.

Having direct responsible agency. In various coun-
tries, lifelong education is under the responsibility of
Ministry of Education. However, in some countries
like Japan, the Department of Lifelong Education is
the main agency taking such responsibility. Direct
responsible agency like this, is also available at
every administration level down to local level. In
United Kingdom, there is a committee called lifelong

education assembly at local level.

1o e el
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Decentralizing administration system to states or
regions. Each state or region has its own authority
in planning, administering and organizing lifelong
education to suit the needs of their own people.
Promoting knowledge and understanding and
creating right attitudes towards lifelong education to
people and all involved personnel.

Preparing basic structure of technology such as
national information technology network, various
types of media centres, etc. Each country realized
that media and technology is one of the main
factors to promote lifelong education because it can
help people easily and continuously reach all
sources of knowledge.

Developing various types of community learning
centres and setting up lifelong learning network.
Many countries aim to develop their communities
and cities to be learning cities and create learning
culture among people in every community.
Encouraging participation of every group of people.
People participation is regarded as very important
factor of organizing lifelong education. With a concept
of community based education, every group in each
community such as educational institutions, religious
centres, government agencies, private agencies, local

L .--'r-l-l-rll:;
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10.

organizations, workplaces and people will participate
in planning and organizing lifelong education.
Acknowledging that home is the first lifelong
learning source of individual. Since home can be a
very good supporter for learning throughout people
lives. Therefore many countries design to train
parents to be lifelong learners in order to be able
to provide and promote lifelong education to all
member of families.
Giving recognition to workplaces as sources of
educational opportunity for workers. In many
countries, workplaces support lifelong education in
various aspects such as providing education
for workers by their own, coordinating with educa-
tional institutions in providing education and giving
financial or times supports.

Identifying various strategies to help people,

especially the disadvantaged groups, to have more

educational opportunities. Those strategies are :

- Providing learning centres to be close to people
i.e. available in each local area and more
accessible.

- Adjusting rules and regulations of educational
institutions to be more flexible and eradicating

all obstacles, which prevent people from education.
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11.

Providing education with various kinds of con-
tents, learning methods and learning schedules
for people to choose.

Providing effective information and guidance
services and establishing guidance networks,
which can be reached by people anywhere and
at anytime.

Providing financial support in various forms.
Acknowledging educational institutions or
learning centres which can increase number of
learners.

Enabling credits transfer among all types of edu-
cation. (formal, non-formal and in-formal education)
Introducing credits bank system for education

throughout life.

Managing budget and financial supports in various

forms :

Opening personal learning accounts.

Providing educational voucher.

Decreasing taxes of media and technology used
for education.

Decreasing taxes for workplaces, which provide
education for their workers.

Decreasing taxes for all expenses that people
spent for education.

. .--'r-l-l-rll:;
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Proposed Strategy for Lifelong Education in
Thailand

After studying and analyzing lifelong education in many

countries

together with reviewing social and environment

situation of Thailand, strategy for organizing lifelong education

in Thailand can be proposed as follows:

1.

Provide clear policy on lifelong education or issue
lifelong education law. Thailand should consider
lifelong education as main concept for her educa-
tional system. Therefore, policy or law, which
covers principles, vision, strategy and practical
guidelines for lifelong education, should be issued.
Design responsible agency. Eventhough lifelong
education is an education which requires co-opera-
tion and participation of all groups of people but it
needs to have one agency to act as a focal point
or a coordinator. Coordinating agency like this
should be made available at every administration
level from national through local level. Each level
should have consultation committee and their
administration system should put emphasis on
decentralization style.

Launch a campaign for promoting knowledge and
understanding about lifelong education. Right

attitudes about lifelong education should be

1o e el
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introduced to all, both of the educational providers

and educational receivers (people). Besides,

encouraging and motivation to create knowledge
acquiring mind among people are also necessary.

Agencies, which provide information and counseling

services, should be made available in order to help

people have enough information and made suitable
decision about their education.

Reform all types of education to go in line of

lifelong education. Every kind of education should

be flexible, open to all and have various programs
to suit people needs.

- Reorganize the whole educational system, e.g. in
the aspect of curriculum, learning process, evalua-
tion, etc, in order to serve lifelong education.

- Integrate education with people's ways of life.
Help people to access education easily and
conveniently. Learning should be happy activi-
ties and take place at anytime and anywhere.

It should be a part of people lives.

- Formal education should be more flexible in rule
and regulations and more open to the public.

- Non-formal education, which is already quite flexi-
ble, should have various programs, meet people
needs, be applicable and reach overall target groups.

L .--'r-l-l-rll:;
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- The country should identify proper strategies
to promote in-formal education, which most
involves people's lives but still get less attention,

and enlarge activities to serve more people.

5. Design criteria and guideline to use for connecting

or transferring credits both within the same type
and among all types of education. Especially,
knowledge and experience obtained from informal
education should be able to transfer into credits.
Introduce credit bank system to educational system
in order to motivate people to learn throughout
their lives.

Develop learning resource centres and learning
networks; Develop learning resource centres in
various forms within each community together with
setting up learning networks. Learning resource
centres include religious centres, community learn-
ing centres, public parks, local wisdom's, work-
places, etc. Learning resource centres should be
acceptable and are standardized knowledge
sources.

Encourage participation from all groups: govern-
ment sectors, private sectors and the general
public. Every group should realize that lifelong

education is their own responsibilities. This may
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10.

start from community level where every group of
people should participate in planning, searching
resources and organizing lifelong education by
having local personnel such as village committee or
non-formal education volunteer teachers or district
administration personnel act as coordinators.
Construct media and information technology system
such as media centres and media and technology
networks at all levels from national to local levels.
This will help all target groups reach education
continuously and conveniently at anyplace and
anytime they want to.
Develop all involved personnel to have knowledge
and understanding in lifelong education concept
and principle. Let them learn and have ability to
perform their roles effectively in providing and
promoting lifelong education. These personnel
include various groups such as teachers and
lectures, educators, personnel of each learning
centres, local wisdom and also parents.
Identify strategy for gathering and allocating finance
to support lifelong education for both educational
providers and educational receivers (people), espe-
cially the disadvantaged group.
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